


Characters:
Narrator

Milo (an imaginative boy ready for a fresh start)
Zara (Milo’s best friend, practical a d)

Mr. Barkley (their slightly grumpy cretly kind
neighbor)

Lena (a new girlin th o] ho’s shy but
brave)

Mrs. Whitaker (a lonely e woman in th '

neighborhoo

tional Props:

A note pen for Milo
s A - es for Za
» A caneandhat for Mr.

A small bag of groce
A toy kitefor

A plate of cookies for Zara’s idea
A trash bag and gloves for the park cleanup scene
A piece of wood and some screws for the bench

repair scene




Narrator:

It was a bright, chilly January morning, and the small
town of Cedarville buzzed with the promise of a fresh
start. Milo sat cross-legged in his living room, furiously
jotting down ideas in his brand-new book. Beside
him, Zara sipped hot cocoa, watchin o with an

amused expression.
o ride a unigyele”
that last year a nd

i
y

Zara:
Milo, are you seriously
on your list again? Didn’t y

up in a bush? e

just a pr
new chances!

111 L

Milo:

ail

tice is

as a knock at the
door. Milo opened it ta,fi irmeighbor, Mr. Barkley,

Mr. Barkley:
(gruffly) Milo, you left your kite in my tree again. Next
time, tie it down better.

Milo: (grinning) Thanks, Mr. Barkley! I'll add ‘knot tying’
to my goals list.
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Narrator:
As Mr. Barkley handed over the kite, a girl about Milo and

Zara’s age walked up the driveway. She wore a bright
scarf and carried a book tucked under her arm.

Zara:

(whispering) Who's that?

Milo:

| think she’s the new kid. Let’s s

Narrator:

The girl hesitated smiled shyly when Mi
Milo:

Hil I’ Is Zara. co t

ﬂ nice to meet you.

ed his throat.

a:
(than

Narrator:
Just then, Mr

Mr. Barkley:

(gruffly) Why don’t you kids do something useful with
your day? Like setting a goal to help someone. It’s the
new year, after all.
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Zara:
(cheerfully) That’s a great idea! What do you think, Lena?
Want to join us?

Lena:
(surprised) Me? Really? Sure, I'd like

Narrator:

The trio decided to take
neighborhood to brain heirNew Year’s pr
They stopped at the park, children were
on the swings an lding snowmen. Milo
bench, tapping h n against his noteb

al ugh the

hi ew
Is time, I’ll

thnake cookies for all our

cookies.

Zara:
(laughing) G
neighbors. E on
Lena:

(smiling) I’ve never really been good at meeting people,
but | think I’ll try to meet one new person every day.
Maybe start with saying hi to my classmates.



Narrator:
As they talked, Mr. Barkley shuffled over, a small toolbox
in hand. He eyed the broken bench they were sitting on.

Mr. Barkley:
(gruffly) This bench has needed fixi manths.
Maybe my goal should b ‘ ne.

Milo:
(grinning) Great idea, M

Narrator:

The kids and Mr.
bench. Lena held
Bar an I

‘learn basic ent

O

ing helpful. Maybe
ct next weekend.

ti we
&

t

na

(proudly]) It feels go

we could work on another

Zara:

(nodding) Like cleaning up the park! There’s trash by the
swings that needs picking up.

Mr. Barkley:
(sincerely) Not a bad idea. Maybe I’ll bring my rake.



Narrator:
As they walked home, the group passed a lonely elderly

woman struggling to carry her groceries. Lena hesitated,
then ran up to help her.

Lena:

(bravely) Hi, let me help y
Mrs. Whitaker: (gratefully) T
you to offer. ’'m Mrs. Whitaker.

ame’s Lena.
ar. It’s so kind of

Narrator:
Lena beamed as s
joined in, and soo
Whitaker’s p

rried the bags. Milo and Za

ear to all of

et Nta er, Lena turned to her
Lena:

(happily) Maybe this New Year’s promise thing isn’t so
scary after all.

Narrator:
As they said go
friends.



Milo:
(grinning) See? A fresh start can be pretty great.

Narrator:
And so, the group discovered that th
just about setting goals—i
others, and sharing kindne
January day, friendship
proving that a little cour
any year extraordinary.

N

Year wasn’t
ave, helping
set on that crisp
d their hearts,

of heart coul

ke




Name: Date:

why do you think Lena decided to set a goal to
meet new people?

How did Milo,
Barkley?

and Lena’s actions inspi

what other s could t up show kindness in

their neig










Mr. Barkley




L_ena




Whitak.er

Mrs.
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Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' reading levels and
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage s ts to practice their
parts at home or during independent reading

Practicing Fluency: Have stud
to build fluency and expression.

multiple times

Props & Costumes: Use the o
engaging props.

pro create simpl

Character Labels: 5t
names to either cut o
characters tot

ormance to
ecial.

post-performanc
and encourage

elp assess comprehension
ly about the play.



Extension Activities:

* Write Your Own Goal: Have students write their own New
Year’s promise and share how they p achieve it.

« Design a Goal Poster: E reate a
poster illustrating their N

* Role-Play Kindness: L
show kindness to a new fr

N

t how they ld
neighbor.















































































My Amazing 20__|

My name is

[ am yearsold,

My teacher’s nameis

My top S memories from20__

Iloved my classthis yec

My wish for next year is:
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I want to learn

I am proud thatlast year I
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