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Readeré
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Adventure
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Characters:

Narrator

Ms. Simmons (teacher, eg
Jack (curious student whi
Ava (thoughtful stud
Carlos (a funny and en
Sophie (quiet but.insightf

onal Props:

A chalkboard i tory
Vionth"written ::mib

 A'small table
like "Dr. Ma

e classroc

« tray of cook




Narrator:
It’s February, and the students in Ms. Simmons’s class
are buzzing with excitement. Today, they’re learning

about Black History Month, but the lesson promises a
surprise twist!

Ms. Simmons:
(Clapping her hands) Alri
on a journey through histo
Black History Month is

,we're going
tell me what

9

r nth
lack people
ir iImpact on the
han just names

ou

Jack:
(Shooting his ha
stuff, right? Like

) It’s about famous p
ing and Rosa Parks?

!

better with snacks.

Ava:

(Rolling her eyes) Carlos, everything is better with
snacks.

1



Ms. Simmons:
(Laughing) Snacks will come later, Carlos. First, let’s dive

into history. Imagine you’re traveling back in time. Close
your eyes, everyone.

Narrator:
The students close their eyes, gi
flicks the classroom light

lin Ms./Simmons

Ms. Simmons:
(Whispering dramatically
machine. Hold on tight! Who

e

ping into a ti

s. Simmons? W

ie-bu \ves alive when
rks. Who knows what

(Shooting her dup refused to give up her seat
on a bus! She was so brave.

Carlos:
(Winking) | bet she told that bus driver, “Keep your hands

off my snacks!”
2



Ms. Simmons:

(Playfully stern) Carlos, no snacks involved, but Rosa
Parks stood up—or should | say sat down—for what was
right. Her courage helped start the Montgomery Bus

Boycott, a key moment in the Civil Ri Movement.

Jack:
(Squinting) Wait, so she di ecause she was

tired?

Ms. Simmons:
(Patiently) She w ed of unfair laws, Jac
being told you c 't sit wherever you VE
o) our skin. How wo ?

agining how Rosa
Parks must h

Ms. Simmons:
Now, let us talk about Maya Angelou. (Holds up a
pretend book) She wrote a book about her life called
| Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. What might

a singing bird suggest about hope and freedom?
3



Sophie:
(Quietly) Maybe... it’s about finding hope even when life
s hard?

Ms. Simmons:
(Encouraging) Exactly, Sophie! wrote
about her life, her strugg iumphs. She
inspired millions with h

uld write a poem too! %
histery is cool, and s
ureh %

iCI a You might just be the
: alk about someone else—
impact in science and

George Washington Carver?

Carlos:
(Snapping finger
red, violetsare b

someone wh
agriculture.

Jack:
(Shrugging) Wasn’t he the peanut butter guy?



Ms. Simmons:
(Laughing) Sort of! George Washington Carver didn’t
invent peanut butter, but he found over 300 uses for
peanuts. He also created products from sweet potatoes,
pecans, and soybeans. And he didn’t there—he
taught farmers better ways to grow s so;they could
take care of their soil.

Ava:
(Wide-eyed) Whoa, so h
teacher?

ientist and a

Ms. Simmons:
Exactly, Ava.

vediin helping other
eir lives bett

differe

ays to use

ut remember it’s not just
’s about how you use it to

(Playfully) M
about what y
help others.

Jack:
(Thoughtfully) George Washington Carver sounds like a
really kind guy. Did he ever get rich?



Ms. Simmons:
(Smiling) No, Jack. He cared more about helping people
than making money. He once said, “It is not the style of

clothes one wears... but it is simply service that
measures success.”

Sophie:
(Quietly) | like that. Helpin
than being rich.

rs ore important

Narrator:
The students smil

others too.
dram!’ pause)

inking about how they ¢an

lls out a tray of
hter and full bellies.



Name: Date:

what did Rosa Parks, Maya Angelou, and George
Washington Carver teach us about courgge, hope,
and service?

t to celebrate Black

why is it im
Month?

How can w actic Annd fairness in our
everyda




Ms. SImmohns










Sy
7

.










Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' reading levels and
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage s ts to practice their
parts at home or during independent reading

Practicing Fluency: Have stud
to build fluency and expression.

multiple times

Props & Costumes: Use the o
engaging props.

pro create simpl

Character Labels: 5t
names to either cut o
characters tot

ormance to
ecial.

post-performanc
and encourage

elp assess comprehension
ly about the play.



Extension Activities:

Creative Writing: Write a poem inspired by Maya Angelou.

* Science Fun: Research some of Geor
Carver’s peanut or swee
own “invention” using an

ashington
reate your

Role-Play: Act out a sc
something you believe in,

N



LIKE MaAavya ANGELOU




LIKE Rosa PARKS




LIKE FREDERICK DOUGLASS




ENLIGHTEN

LIKE W.E.B. Du BRaois




LIKE MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.




LIKE SHIRLEY CHISHOLM




LIBERATE

LIKE HARRIET TuBMAN




4 2

INNOVATE

LIKE GEORGE WASHINGTON
CARVER




i
P
e

EDUCATE

LIKE BOOKER T. WASHINGTON




LIKE SOTOURNER TRUTH




LIKE CHARLES DREW




e
.ﬂ"r

PERFORM

LIKE MARIAN ANDERSON




EXPRESS

Iy

AW
|.: % : ;III
Ia

LIKE JAMES BALDWIN




CALCULATE

_ '%Wmﬁfﬂfﬁﬁﬂ# _.I-...' ' i

LIKE KATHERINE JOHNSON




NARRATE

L2

LIKE ZORA NEALE HURSTON




ILLUMINATE

LIKE RALPH ELLISON




LIKE BEssIE COLEMAN




CONQUER

. rlmml
Hﬂ'lr
I .

HHiT] i

LIKE ALTH EA GIBSON




ORGANIZE

LIKE BAYARD RUSTIN




|
1) L] "

MOBILIZE




ACHIEVE

LIKE MabaM CJ. WALKER




E*MHRTIN LUTHER

b KING JR.
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o
o
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£ GEORGE WHSHINGTON







3 HARRIET TUBMAN




& W.EB. DU BOIS







iy SOJOURNER
Vil TRUTH







> KATHERINE
®  JOHNSON




Martin Luther King Jr.

He gave the
famous "I Have a
Dream" speech

in 1963.

He dle
the Mo ery
us Boycott to

fight against
bus rules.

He believed in

nonviolent
protests to m
the world
better place.

in January.

He was arrested
nearly 30 times
for protesting
against unfair
laws and fighting

for civil rights.




Rosa Parks

She refused to
give up her seat
to a white man
on a bus in
Montgomery,
Alabama i
5.

Herb tion
elped the
ontgomery Bus
oycott.

She ed at
the NAACP as
secretary bef
her famous
protest.

She wrote a
book about her
life called Rosa

Parks: My Story.




George Washington Carver

He was a
scientist who
found over 300

uses for peanuts.

any
dis ies
freely, but he di
receive pate
including on
a peanut-bas
cosmetic.

LS

itute for over

edrs.

He was b into

siave

He taught
farmers how
crop rotation

could help keep
their soil healthy.




Maya Angelou

S She was the, first
She was a book
famous poet,
writer, and
speaker.

When she was

She acted in only 16, she was
plays and w the first Black
also a singer@an es for her | female streetcar

dancer. ork. conductor in San

Francisco.




Harriet Tubman

She was called
the "Moses of
her people"
because she led
many enslaved
people t

as a spy an
nurse for t

Union Army.

She m
trips'ba

3
the

In 2023, the U.S.
Navy announced
that a new ship
would be named
in her honor.




W. E. B. Du Bois

He e
He was the first t
Black person to
earn a Ph.D.
from Harvard
Universit

B He beli

educati as

(Na
ssociation for
the £
cement of
ored People)

He live e 95

He wrote a
famous boo
called The Soul
of Black Fo

He moved to
Ghana, Africa, in
his later years.




Booker T. Washington

Tu
Instit

He was born into
slavery but later
became a
famous teac

students in

He believed in
working hard
learning skillg to
improve liv

He gave a
famous speech
velt invited | called the Atlanta
dinner at Compromise.
the White House.




Sojourner Truth

She was born as
Isabella
Baumfree but

changed her
name.

P

S a
slav
became a

mous speaker

activist.

Sh d
recruit Black
soldiers for t
Union Ar
during the
War.

=
hel M\res
mes.

jobs and

In 1828, she won
a court case that

helped bring her
son Peter home
from slavery.




Charles Drew

He improved
ways to process
and store blood
plasma, helping
save many li

art
he first blood
anks.

He was a do
and a scientist.

University.

He taught many
future Black
doctors and
helped train

surgeons.




Katherine Johnson

She was a
mathematician
who helped
NASA send
astronauts |

Her story was
told in the m
Hidden Figu

%0
sidential

dal of
edom.

She loved math
as a child and
started college
when she was

just 15 years old.




Date:

MARTIN LUTHER
KING JR.

MARTIN PEACE EQUALITY

RIGHTS SPEECH CORETTA

DREAM JUSTICE HOPE
PROTEST FREEDOM CHANGE




Name: Date:

MARTIN LUTHER g
KING JR.
WORD SEA

cC| o

P M

C|H
MARTIN PEACE EQUALITY
RIGHTS SPEECH CORETTA
DREAM JUSTICE HOPE

PROTEST FREEDOM CHANGE



Mame: Date:

FREDERICK DOUGLHSS

Read the passage about
Frederick Douglass and
answer the gquestions.

Frederick Douglass was born around 1818 and grew up
in Maryland. As'a young boy, he was an enslaved
person, which means he wasn't free and had 46 work
very hard without any choice. But Frederick was very
smart @and learned to read and write seeretly, which
was a brave thing to do because slaves were not |
allowed to learn these things.

Wwhen he grew up, Frederick escaped to a place where
he'could be free.He then worked very hard to help
other slaves become free too.

He wrotebooks; gave speeches, and even advised
President Abraham Lincoln, the President of the United
States, omhow to help slaves gain their freedom. This
was a very important job!

Frederick Douglass is remembered for his bravery and

for fighting for freedom and fairness for all people, no
matter what color their skin is.




Mame: Date:

| What was life like for Frederick Douglass when he was a child?

7 What did Frederick Dougla help :Lves become free

derick Dou




Mame: Date:

HARRIET TUBMAN

Read the passage about Harriet

Harriet Tubman was born around 18:

where she lived as an enslavedpers :
she wasn't free and had to wésk very hard even when she was
just a little girl. But Harriet '

After she escaped, |
wanted to help otf

1S @ furse and a spuy,
| Jslavery. She was the
his war, freeing more than

first woman te'lead.c
700 slaves ip

After the war, Harri nan kept helping people. She
worked to give women and African Americans the right to vote
and spoke to many people about why this was important. She
is remembered as a hero for her bravery, kindness, and fought
for freedom and equality.




Mame: Date:

| what was Harriet Tubman's life like when she was a child?

/ What was the Underground R
to help?

and what did iet

3 why do we remembe r a hero?




Mame: Date:

GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER

Read the passage about George
Washington Carver and answer the

questions.

George Washington Carver was a.famous African’
American scientist and teacheér. He was borniaround 1864
in Missouri. As a child, George had a difficult life because
he was born into slavery. However, he'had o strong desire
to learn, especially about plants and'nature. :

When he grew up, George became the first African
American to enroll @t lowa State University. He studied
agriculture ‘l'l.'_IETE,.h.“hl_Ch is'the science of farming. Gehrg e
became a brilliant. scientist and a professopfHe'taught his
students about seil conservation'@nd crop rotation; which
are waysito keep the soil heglthy for farming.

| George is most famous for hiswerk with peanuts. He
discovered over 300wses for peanuts, including cooking
oil, éuup, and ink. He also found ways towse other crops
like sweet potatoes and soybeans, This helped many
farmers in the South, whowere struggling with poor soil.

George Washington Carver cared a lot about helping
others. He used his knowledge to improve the lives of
many farmers. He believed in hard work, education, and
kindness. He passed away in 1943, but his legacy continues
to inspire people todauy.




Name: Date:

| What was George Washington Carver famous for?

/ What are some u
peanuts?

George

3 How did George help in




Mame: Date:

MARTIN LUTHER RING IB,i

Read the passage about Martin
Luther King Jr. and answer the
questions.

Atlanta, Georgia. He grewhuf en not
everyone was treated equally acially African
Americans. Martin was a very st student and a

great speaker. He believed that eryone shoul
treated fairly, n@ matter their skin color, and he
worked hard toimak

Martin Luthier King'¥r. hely ange the laws so
that African Americans had the same rights as
everyone else. it people to fight for what is
right in a peaceful way. We remember Martin Luther
King Jr. as a hero who worked hard for peace and
equality.




Mame: Date:

| when and where was Martin Luther King Jr. born, and what
kind of student was he?

/7 What was the Civil Rights Move and what role Ma
play in it?

5 Wwhat was Martin Luth
was its me ?

ous speech, and what




Mame: Date:

MAYA ANGELOU

Read the biographical passage
about Maya Angelou and answer the
questions.

Maya Angelou (1928 - 2014) was an A
poet, and speaker. She was bor in
the name Marguerite JohnsonhGr
challenges. She lived in a time whir
because of their skin color, and she h
against these unfair rules.

ssouri, and given
a foced many

at IS Fight. Maya's
people feel hope and

words were like a song the

courage.
Maya Angel pooks. She also gave speeches,
taught at uniy elped leaders who wanted to

make America o fulrer place feo vergune She was like a teacher
to the whole country, teaching about love, kindness, and the
importance of treating all people with respect. Maya Angelou's
life was a bright light that continues to shine. She taught us that
no matter what we go through, our voices can be powerful tools
for change.




Mame: Date:

1 what did Maya do when she stopped speaking, and how did it help
her?

/ What is the title of
does it tell?

ya Angelo ous book, and

5 Besides writing, what r ngelou help teach and
inspire people?




Mame: Date:

WED. DU BOIS

Read the biography of W.E.B. Du Bois and answer the
comprehension questions using the passage for referénc

Arnencun writer, teucher ang
equal rights. He was born in G|
family that believed strngl Jil

5C usetts toa
f education. As a
), and his teachers

goal ion to school helped
him grow into a brilliant thinker ¥ j a
better place.

when W.E.B. .-.
American to earn a P
studied history and,wi

zgregation. Before
1t in 1905, which

0 Ghana, a country in Africa, where he

1S WC "Iy iople together and support freedom
for all. Even in his final years, W.E.B. was committed to justice. He
passed away in 1963, but his life and work left a lasting impact.
W.E.B. Du Bois's story teaches us the importance of learning,
determination, and standing up for what is right. He s
remembered as a leader who fought for justice and inspired
people around the world to dream of a better future.




Name: Date:

1 where was W.E.B. Du Bois born, and what did his family believe in?

7 what organization did W.E.B. Du
its purpose?

create in 1909, and what

d what work did he

continue there?




Mame: Date:

RO9A PARK9

Read the passage about Rosa Parks
and answer the questions. [

Rosa Parks was born on February

Tuskegee, Alabama. She grewwp at:
were not fair to African Ameri
respectful woman, but she wasi
worked as a seamstress, sewing ¢l

involved in flgh‘tln

 their skin color, was

worked to make sure e '
treated equally,

Rosa Parks w as the“Mother of the Civil Rights
Movement" bécause of her brave stand that day. She showed
that one person’s actions could help change the world for the
better. She continued to fight for equal rights for all people for
the rest of her life.




Mame: Date:

| where and when was Rosa Parks born, and what was her job?

n a bus in 1955

/7 What brave thing did Rosa Par

% Why is Rosa Parks colled'the Rights Movement"?




