Reader's
Theater

Back te School
Blues




Characters:

Narrator
Sam (new student, shy but curious
Jamie (friendly classm
Taylor (creative classm
Ava (funny classmat
Mrs. Johnson (Teacher
Principal Lee
Mr. Wilson (C ian
(L

N




Optional Props:

A backpack

A lunchbox

Lost and Found box

Broom and dustpan (for Custodian)
Name tags for each charact

School signs (Welcome, Lunch




Narrator:
It was the first day of school, and the hallway buzzed

with laughter and chatter. Backpacks swung, sneakers
squeaked, and the smell of new pencil§ and fresh paper
filled the air. But for one student, th felt extra long

and extra lonely.
(Sam enters, looking around u
backpack.)

Sam:
(whispering) Wo

, clutching a

oY
&5

lost. I'm

is place is so big. | h

anyone yet.

Jamie:
(grinning) No problem! Stick with me, and I’'ll show you
around.

1



Narrator:
Jamie led Sam into the bright, cheerful classroom, where

students were busy unpacking supplies and chatting
excitedly.

Mrs. Johnson:
(smiling) Good morning,
student today. Would yo

new
uce yourself?

Sam:

like

‘IL fi .

about the time |
a h? (laughs)

(smiling, a lit d) No! That’s so funny!

Narrator:
Just as Sam started feeling comfortable, a new problem

appeared.



Sam:
(rummaging through backpack) Oh no... where’s my
lunchbox? | had it this morning, but now it’s gone!

Jamie:
(thinking) Don’t panic, S i was the

last time you saw it?
Taylor:
Maybe it’s still in the hallwa y the cubbhies.

sprouted le

R

rch the school, determined to
X.

d
worried—I

Narrator:
The friends
find Sam’s missing lun
Jamie:

(pointing) Let’s start in the hallway.
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Taylor:

(grabbing a notepad and pencil) I’ll keep track of where
we look.

Ava:
(pointing dramatically) To the Lost ound!

Narrator:

They looked under ben . ‘ bbies, and even in
the recycling bin (than va ly/suggestion)

Mr. Wilson:

(sweeping) Hey, %@u looking for

ea lunchb 'sb %
(grinning) | saw a blu he cafeteria earlier.
Maybe it got | ere.

Jamie:

(excited) Let’s go check!

Narrator:

The friends hurried into the cafeteria, where the Lunch
Lady was busy stacking trays.



Mrs. Carter:
(cheerfully) What can | do for you, kiddos?

Taylor:
(excited) We’re looking for Sam’s lun x. Did you see

one here?
wﬁ on a table this
(Mrs. Carter walks r and s up a bluelunc
with soccer sticke
Sam:
h e! Than us
, SN found it.
t l\ shoulders.

Sam:

(grinning) Thanks, everyone! | was so worried.

Mrs. Carter:
(thinking) Hmm... | did s
morning. Let me check.

Narrator:
Sam felt a hu

Jamie:
(smiling) Hey, that’s what friends are for.



Taylor:
(nodding) Yeah, we’re a team now.

Ava:
(grinning) And next time, we’ll putat

lunchbox!

ack to class, they pas
ard them laughing.

ron that

Sam:
(laughing) Good idea!

Narrator:
As the group walk
Principal, who ov

t

all help each

Sam:
(happily) Thanks, Principal. I'm really glad | came to this
school.



Mrs. Johnson:
(welcoming them back to class) And I’'m glad you’re here

too, Sam. Let’s get ready to learn!

Narrator:
And from that day on, Sam knew tha

side, any problem could L
biggest school could feel li

N

h friends by his
even the




Name: Date:

How did Jamie help Sam feel welcome

who helped S ok for the missing lunch

How would you ha a you were in the
story?
















Mrs. Johnson




Mr. Wilson







Mrs. Carter



















Mrs. Johnson




Mr. Wilson







Mrs. Carter







Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' reading levels and
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage s ts to practice their
parts at home or during independent reading

Practicing Fluency: Have stud
to build fluency and expression.

multiple times

Props & Costumes: Use the o
engaging props.

pro create simpl

Character Labels: 5t
names to either cut o
l:haracters tot

ormance to
ecial.

post-performanc
and encourage

elp assess comprehension
ly about the play.



Extension Activities:

¢ Character Diary Entries — Write a short diary entry
from the perspective of one char rin the play.

e Design a School Map
places from the sto
lunchbox might hav

?
ne.

Resol — Practice
ew, lost, or feeling lef

* Role-Play Confli
someone wh
like Sam.

mall kit with a
ing e school, and tips to
at home.

Build a Welcome
friendly n
help new

ra



® 4O 0

Readers Théater-




Characters:

Narrator

Maya (curious and determined, na leader)
Leo (easygoing and q ] s)
Mrs. Crisp (cheerful or tiny bit
forgetful)

Farmer Green (helpful bor farmer)

Janelle (applesjuggler extraordinaire, energeti

Detective Pi (dramatic, confident, Lo\




Optional Props:

Red-and-white checkered cloth for the missing pie
Small pie tin and serving utensil

“Entry #7” sign or label for contest table
Magnifying glass for DetectivesRippin

Apron for Mrs. Crisp

Straw hat for Farmer Gree

Baskets or crates of apple

Three apples for juggling (real

Oven mitts for Det e Pippind the baking scen

N




Narrator:
It was the first Saturday of September, and Crisp’s Apple
Orchard hummed like a happy beehive. Red, gold, and
green apples winked from the trees, scarecrows posed
for selfies, and the warm smell of ci on and butter
drifted toward the hayride line. Tod e Harvest
Festival—and nothing dr [ an the
Great Apple Pie Contes

Maya:
(Scanning the ban
single bite of Mr
to sing.” No

u

)l rea t year’s wri
p’s pie tastes like a
ight?

N multiple
&

Mrs. Crisp: \
(Playfully fan tin Oh, you two! This year
I've perfected i es, flaky crust, a ribbon of

caramel, and redient.

Maya:
(Leaning in) Tell us the secret?



Mrs. Crisp:
(Tapping her nose) Not until the judges swoon.

Farmer Green:
(Carrying crates, walking by)
A pie so fine, a crust divine,

may luck and flavor swee i
Leo:
Farmer Green rhymes al im s his thing.

Janelle:
(Practicing with t apples) Want a previ
before judgi | ing Honeycrisps,

n
els) MIE:@\\ ntry #7” card

(Sweeping in ing glass and flair) Citizens!
Be at ease. If ares to appear, Detective
Pippin shall peel it... like an apple.

Detective Pippi

Leo:
(Aside) Does he also core it?



Maya:
Okay, team: place the pie, check the table, and nobody
touch anything sticky.

Narrator:
Under the big oak, polished pie stan
tempting parade. Butter
Mrs. Crisp’s pie, golden an
center.

rmed a
isscrossed.

Mrs. Crisp:
(Straightening th
wobble off, swee

orquality control.

Janelle:
(Calling) Ha
and hand ou

inutes! I'll entertain the line

Tommy:
I’ll be at the cider press if anyone needs me.



Detective Pippin:
|, meanwhile, shall patrol!

Narrator:

Festival music struck up. Childr iny
pumpkins. A gust of win ves... and for
a moment, the display t atched.

Mrs. Crisp:
(Returning with a of sug Il right, timéito
(Gasping) Where’ ry #77

It e. | liter jus
ple of min :
©
oth sides'af ta he pie didn’t grow
legs.
Detective Pi

(Thunderous) Halt, everyone! We have a pie-napping.

Mrs. Crisp:
(Hand to heart) That pie was for the judges! Without it, |
can’t compete.



Maya:
We’'ll find it. Step one: secure the scene. Step two:
gather clues.

Narrator:
They studied the table. A pie server |
cinnamon sugar. A faint c
the cloth. And, just beyon
trail of sugar crystals.

usted with
tened on

r tiny, glittering

Maya:

Point of entry: he oint of exit: this sugar

Leo:

(Approachin stling near the picnic tables a
few minutes a basket with a
red-and-white cloth heading toward the old cider barn.

Mrs. Crisp:
That’s my pie cloth!



Janelle:

(Flipping her apples into a bag) I’'m coming. No apple left
behind!

Narrator:
Inside the cool, shadowy t spilled
through the boards in thi n a hay bale:

an empty pie tin. Stuck
with cinnamon.

ky note smudged

Maya:
(Reading) “Sorry!

ed this for my boot

% Classic vi

rd lane. Caramel apples,
painting...

t. Quick writer.
cing.

Janelle:

And my juggling stage, which does not sell pie, thank you
very much.



Maya:

All right, split up. We’ll check each booth, regroup at the
scarecrow contest in fifteen minutes. Pippin, you’re with
me. Leo with Janelle. Mrs. Crisp with Tommy. Farmer
Green, ask vendors if anyonesaw ar d-white cloth.

Detective Pippin:

(Flourish) Operation Crust- mences!

ed to the pres
ed a pie beneath
an ' ast

ny vendors carrying a

Narrator:
Maya and Detective Pippin
booth, where Mrs leton s
gingham awning.

(Kindly) Only peach.

Detective Pi
(Grave) Tem i)
red-and-white cloth?

Mrs. Appleton:
| saw someone jogging by with one, headed toward the
corn maze.



Maya:
Thank you!

Narrator:
Meanwhile, Leo and Janelle investig

stand. The vendor held up buttery h

Vendor:
No pies here, just kernel

Leo:
Any suspicious pi

he popcorn

ped activity?

shouting “S

hite.
Narrator:

I
Mrs. Crisp an cke!the face-painting tent.

Glitter sparkled eve .

Face Painter:
Haven’t seen any pie, but someone left caramel
fingerprints on my table. Eww.



Tommy:
(Spotting) There’s a sugar crystal stuck to this brush!

Mrs. Crisp:
(Determined) We’re close.

Narrator:
They all converged at th ce. Stalks

rustled. Laughter echoe e Left for LADDER,
right for LOOKOUT.”
Maya:

We’'ll sweep the in pairs. Keep eyes o
cloth, caramel dr r crumbs.

| hear... chewi

Janelle:

(Grinning) Incen ver spots the next clue gets
first bite of t is :

Narrator:

Turn after turn, they found... nothing. No cloth. No
crumbs. At the lookout platform, Maya paused, scanning
the fair below.
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Maya:

If the thief promised “for my booth,” they need to sell
fast. A maze detour wastes time. | think the cloth runner
was a false lead, maybe a different person entirely.

Detective Pippin:

(Approving) Sound dedu ne!
Narrator:

They burst from the m fo the swee
unmistakable aroma of cinn sugar wafting
oth stretched long.

ger

now. The line ato

.. pie being s

\ p? At Farmer
Narrator:

They reached the booth. Behind the counter stood...
Farmer Green, knife in hand, placing generous slices on
paper plates.

Everyone, mave!
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Mrs. Crisp:
Farmer Green! That’s my contest pie!

Farmer Green:

(Startled, then mortified)

[, | thought it was extra stock to shar
Folks wanted pie; | tried t e

Leo:
Dude. It was the contes

Farmer Green:
(Hands tremblin ming faster)
| saw the cloth,.l in,

th

neak in.
ing ther %

is for my booth.”

(Winces) A nat
right to take o

ushed excuse, But still, no

Detective Pippin:

(Softening) Motive: misguided helpfulness. Means:
opportunity and a very fast walk. Verdict: guilty of poor
judgment.



Mrs. Crisp:
(Exhales) | know you meant well, Green. But the judges

start in an hour. Without a pie, | can’t compete.

Farmer Green:

(Resolute)
Then let me fix the harm |’
We'll bake another, everyo

0
Maya:
Yes. Team bake. We can do

Janelle:
I'll wash up a

o] an station.

I’ll fetc

r, suga

Detective Pi

| shall coord e a metronome of justice.

Mrs. Crisp:
And I’'ll handle the crust and the, (winks), secret
ingredient.



Narrator:
They moved like a well-oiled kitchen orchestra at the
demo table near the oven shed.

Mrs. Crisp:
(Teaching) Cold butter, cold hands.
ice water slowly and liste t

y, sprinkle the
igh.

Tommy:
(Concentrating) Like thi

Mrs. Crisp:
Perfect. Fold, tur

May

Leo:

(Shaving peels into rib M ing myself. New
personal rec ei ht seconds. Someone
call the Olympi

Janelle:
(Slicing) Thin and even, like juggling, but with knives |
don’t throw.
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Farmer Green:

(Beating an egg wash)

A brush of gold, a shine of pride,
We’ll bake a beauty none can hide.

Detective Pippin:
(Oven mitts poised) Preh
to ensure no second pie-n

nd sentry

Mrs. Crisp:
(Whispering to Maya and L ret ingredient:
apple cider reduc syrup.ft'deepens thefla

Maya:

Narrator:
They assembledthe pieTBottom crust, layered apples,

ribbons of cider syrup, a lattice top, and sugared edges.
Into the oven it went with a hopeful squeak of the door.

Tommy:
Timer set for forty minutes!
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Narrator:
The timer dinged. Detective Pippin opened the oven

with operatic care. A golden lattice gleamed. Bubbles of
syrup winked along the seams.

Mrs. Crisp:
(Brushing with cider glaz
are almost here.

e judges

Leo:
(Placing the entry card) “E
Teamwork.”

—Rebaked with

poised. They
Ings, and finally

reached Entr

Judge 1:
(Delighted) Flaky layers.

Judge 2:
Warm apple flavor—depth from... reduced cider?



Judge 3:
Balanced spice. Comforting. Confident.

Narrator:
They tallied. The crowd hushed. A bl
a velvet pillow.

bon waited on

Head Judge:

By a unanimous vote, th
Crisp and Team!

Mrs. Crisp:
(Glowing) We did

(Placing a min
bake with us from the start.



Narrator:
The sun slid lower, gilding the orchard rows. Music
swirled; laughter rose. And somewhere between apology
and cinnamon, the festival found its favorite flavor:
teamwork.

Maya:
(Softly) Best day ever.
Leo: &

(Chewing) Best pie ever.

Detective Pippin
Case closed.

N



Name: Date:

wWho actually took the pie and why?

How did the
problem?

work together to sol

wWhat was isp’s'secr redient?













Janell&

"y




Farmer Green




Dectective F’ippin
















Janel&

Y




Farmer Green




Dectective F’ippin







Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' reading levels and
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage s ts to practice their
parts at home or during independent reading

Practicing Fluency: Have stud
to build fluency and expression.

multiple times

Props & Costumes: Use the o
engaging props.

pro create simpl

Character Labels: 5t
names to either cut o
l:haracters tot

ormance to
ecial.

post-performanc
and encourage

elp assess comprehension
ly about the play.



Extension Activities:

* Pie Poster: Design a poster advertising Entry #7 for the contest.

* Apple Science: Research different apple varieties and -test them.

* Write a New Ending: Have students create an alt

e ending to the story.
What if someone different had stol e pie? i

ive?

Crisp’s Apple Orchard,

* Harvest Festival Map: Have stude
i , cider barn, corn maze,

including all the places mention
booths, etc.). Label each spot wh

* Recipe Writing: Students create their
ingredients, step-by-stepgnstructions,
special.

N

e pie recipe, complete
“secret ingredi tha






Characters

Narrator + Grandma Hazel (the grandmother who tells
Max (a kid who loves pranks) spooky stories)

Lily (Max's little sister) * Scarecrow Sam (a talking scarecrow)

Oliver (a curious friend) * Pumpkin Pete (a friendly but clumsy pumpkin)

Upti_nna_,_l Props:

Scarecrow: A life-size or small scarécrow tofépresent Scarecrow Sam,

complete with straw arms and aaﬁappy.hat.

Pumpkins: Real or plastic pumpkins sc:atterad around the stage orused

as props for the characters to gather during the search for the missing

pumpkins. ; | :

Pumpkin Pete: A large, round pumpkin costume or a decorated "

pumpkin prop to répresent Pumpkin Pete. You can als@ usea pu rﬁpkin

with facial featureS to'make Him look clumsy and friendly, '

Basket of Pumpkins: Asmall basket of mini-pumpkins for Grandma

Hazel'to carry at the beginning of the play.

Autumn Leaves: Fake autumn leaves to.scatter on the ground to gile a

fall atmesphere. Some couldfein a pile for Pumpkin Pete to roll into.
‘s Wind Sound Effect: A fan or a seuné.machinéto create the sound of a

breeze.or wind, adding tothe spooky dnd mysterious atmosphere.

Hay Bales: Small or pretend liay:bales plaged around the stage to

create the setting of a pumpkinpateh or backyard during fall.

Flashlight: A flashlight for the characters to "search"” for the missing

pumpkins, adding'asense.of thystery as they explore.

Fall Decnraﬁnnﬁfﬁddiﬁbna_l}fﬁtlrthemed props like corn stalks, fall

wreaths, or paper leaves to decorate the set.

Costumes: Simple costumes for the characters, such as flannel shirts,

scarves, and boots to give the feeling of fall. Scarecrow Sam can wear a

plaid shirt, hat, and gloves stuffed with straw for a more authentic look.




Narrator:

It's a crisp fall evening, and Max, Lily, and Oliver are
getting ready for the annual Fall Festival. But something
feels different this year... a little spo ven. Could it
be the chilly wind, the rustling leave something

more mysterious? Let’s fi to
Grandma Hazel’s house.
(Scene: Max, Lily, and O ough Grand

Hazel's backyard, which is
scarecrows, and ales.)

ted with pump

er, | bet
ear. R
he fake

iou mn’t you think something
Lily:

(Shrugging) It’s just the wind. Besides, Grandma says fall
is the perfect time for mysteries!

l

Oliver:
Yeah, that wa
feels weird this



(Grandma Hazel enters, holding a basket of pumpkins.)

Grandma Hazel:

Ah, there you are! Just in time to help me with these

Lily:

Oh no, not one of your s
Grandma Hazel:
(Smiling) Don’t worry this one’s more of a

say that when th moon rises during t
Scarecrow Samic

te

ing day... but when the
sible. Now, you three better
iss the fun. And watch out

(Laughing) M
moon is full,
hurry if you don’t want to
for Scarecrow Sam!

(Grandma Hazel exits. Max, Lily, and Oliver look at each

other.)
2



Oliver:
(Shrugging) Well, | guess we better go to the festival.

(They head towards the pumpkin patch. Suddenly,
Scarecrow Sam starts moving behind them. His straw
arms creak as he turns his head.)

Scarecrow Sam:

(Hoarsely) Psssst... | ne el

Lily:
(Backing away) Did that sca

w just... tal

e of you is pulli

need you to
pkins!

(Mind racing)
the pumpking®

ive? What happened to

Scarecrow Sam:
Every year, | protect the pumpkin patch. But this year,
someone... or something... has been stealing them! If we
don’t find them before the festival starts, there’ll be no
pumpkin pies, no carving contest, nothing!

3



Max:
(Laughing nervously) So, you’re saying we have to find
these pumpkins... with a talking scarecrow?

Lily:

(Looking determined) We’reon it, S et’s;solve this
mystery.

(As they search the pu y see a pumpkin

rolling down a hill and
rush over and find Pumpki

Pumpkin Pete:
(Clumsily tr
roll

intoa pile of leaves. y
)
8]

t ) Oops! Sorry! |

d) 've been.ro again? Wait, are

makin ins'disappear?

you t

Pumpkin Pet
(Embarrasse ort of. You see, | have trouble
staying still. wind me up, and | just roll... and
roll... and next thing | know, I’'m taking the other
pumpkins with me!



Max:
(Laughing) So, you’re telling me you’re an out-of-control
pumpkin bowling ball?

Pumpkin Pete:

(Nodding) Pretty much! And the othe
in my roll! | didn’t mean to cause any

t get caught up
ble

Scarecrow Sam:
(Laughing) Mystery solv
pumpkin thief all along,

been the

ith half the h!

Lily:
(Smiling) It’s okay
pumpkins befere

e. We'll help you roll

al starts.

Scarecrow S
(Smiling) So
friends togeth

little mystery can bring

Narrator:

And the moral of the story is, don’t jump to conclusions—
sometimes the answer is right in front of you, even if it’s a
little clumsy! The end.



Name: Date:

who was accidentally causing the pumpkins to
disappear?

what does S
to do?

w Sam ask Max, Lily, a

what is th




Max

A mischievous kid
who loves, praonks.




Lily
A brave
cautious little,




Oliver

A curiousfand
imaginative %riend




C'rr'anclma Hazel




Scarecrow Sam
A mysterious,
talking s&arecrow
with a Kind face.

L






Narraotor




Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' reading levels and
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage s ts to practice their
parts at home or during independent reading

Practicing Fluency: Have stud
to build fluency and expression.

multiple times

Props & Costumes: Use the o
engaging props.

pro create simpl

Character Labels: 5t
names to either cut o
l:haracters tot

ormance to
ecial.

post-performanc
and encourage

elp assess comprehension
ly about the play.



Extension Activities:

1. Create Your Own Fall Mystery

* Have students brainstorm their own fall-themed mystery stories. They

can choose a different setting (like a haunted'hguse or a forest) and

create their own characters. Each student g up can then perform
their short play for the class.

* Objective: Encourages creativi

aboration.

2. Character Portrait Drawing
» After performing the reader
own versions of the charac
Provide them with descriptions

* Objective: Combines

3. Fall-Themed Scave
. Grgamze a

: abulary words from the play
(like "harvest," “rnystery, ow"). Have students define
the words and use the or incorporate them into a word

5. Debate: Is Pumpkin Pete a Hero or a Villain?

* Divide the class into two groups. One group argues that Pumpkin Pete,
despite his clumsiness, is a hero for being the key to solving the
mystery. The other group argues that his accidental actions created a
lot of trouble. The class can vote afterward.

* Objective: Develops critical thinking, public speaking, and debate skills.



Reader's




Characters

MNarrator

Tommy the Turkey (a mischievous and clever turkey)
Emma (a helpful and kind-hearted kid)

Ben (Emma’s brother, who loves to eat)

Grandma (the wise and skilled cook)

Cousin Mia (a fun cousin who loves to plan games)
Uncle Jake (a jokester who's always ready with a pun)

Optional Props:

1. Turkey Costume or Turkey Hat (for Temmy the Turkey)
2. Apron for Grandmjé
3.Chef Hat for Uncle Jake

ps, cutlery, etc.)
d (toy fruits,

for the feather trail)
_ ides behind)
Mgn to enhance the mystery)
n piefor Mia's “first slice” moment)

10.Gobble Sou fect (recording or off-stage sound for Tommy's

reveal)
11.Chef Apron for Ben (for the character helping in the kitchen)

12. Thanksgiving Hats (optional festive hats for family members)




Narrator:

Thanksgiving is just around the corner, and the table is
set for a wonderful feast. Emma and Ben are getting
ready to help Grandma and Uncle Ja epare the
meal. But there’s one little problem my the Turkey

is missing! Will they find ' he feast? Or
will Thanksgiving take a su g t?

(Scene: The kitchen is b t pans are cl g,
and delicious smells fill the mma and S at

the counter helpi randma chop vegeta

e! But where’s the
iving without turkey!

(Laughing) G
turkey? It’s not

Grandma:

(Smiling) The turkey’s around here somewhere... but it
seems like Tommy has gone missing! We need to find
him before the big feast.

1



Emma:
(Looking around) We’ve got to find him! He can’t have

gone far, right?

Narrator:
Just then, they hear a noise—a gobb
The family rushes to che
pumpkin pie filling and a

om the pantry!
re cans of

potatoes.

To 15 t

In Mia arrives,

Ben:

n't worry,
’s keep searchi

)
.

Mia:
(Excited) Wh
with the turkey?

Are we playing hide-and-seek

Uncle Jake:
(Laughing) Something like that. Tommy the Turkey has

pulled a disappearing act!

2



Mia:
(Clapping) Oh, this sounds like fun! | love a good

mystery. Let’s make it into a game! Whoever finds
Tommy gets the first slice of pumpkin pie!

Grandma:

(Smiling) Now that’s so
Thanksgiving is about
being thankful for famil

on’t forget—
od. It’s about

Narrator:
The group splits nd searches every cg
house, but m

here to be found. Jus
e up, Emma noti

% g! Follow me!
Narrator:

They follow the'trail o hers to the backyard, where
they find Tommy the Turkey hiding behind a big pile of
leaves, looking mischievous.

(Laughing) | think |



Ben:
(Laughing) There you are, Tommy! Trying to skip out on
dinner?

Tommy the Turkey:
(Giggling) Gobble, gobble! | wasn’t
was just playing a game
and square!

g from dinner—|
d me fair

Mia:
(Smiling) Does that mean |
pie?

e first slice of kin

Grandma:

table, thankful for

e spent together.
the table—not on the

Emma:
(Gratefully) ’'m thankful for family and for finding
Tommy!

4



Ben:
(Smiling) I'm thankful for food... and pie!

Mia:
(Laughing) I'm thankful for fun games
all of you.

ime spent with

Grandma:
(Wisely) And I’m thankfu u r, the love, and
the memories we make t her.

Uncle Jake:
(With a grin) And I’

ankful for a good tur
ith happiness!

t, the family enj ' i st,

hat
best pain n’'t what’s on
thep




Name: Date:

How did the family work together to solve the
mustery of the missing turkey?

what role di
family?

usin Mia play in helpi

what was ndm
meaning iving?

e about the true
















Cousin Mia




Uncle Jake




Narr‘aagr



Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' reading levels and
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage s ts to practice their
parts at home or during independent reading

Practicing Fluency: Have stud
to build fluency and expression.

multiple times

Props & Costumes: Use the o
engaging props.

pro create simpl

Character Labels: 5t
names to either cut o
l:haracters tot

ormance to
ecial.

post-performanc
and encourage

elp assess comprehension
ly about the play.



Extension Activities:

Extension Activities:
1. Thankfulness Tree:
o Have students create a “Thankfulness Tre
thankful for on leaves and attaching th
wall. (There is a version of this available i
2.Cooking and Sharing:
o Ask students to imagine y Thanksgiving or
Friendsgiving meal. What.di cook? Who would they
share it with? Have them an tit.
3. Turkey Hunt Game:
© Set up a classroom gam
“turkeys” (small ts or dec
thankful for wh v find one.

writing what they're
a paper tree on the

students search
ons) and then e hey







Characters

Narrator

Jack (curious and adventurous, the leader of the group)
Lila (imaginative and gquick-witted)

Milo (playful and a little skeptical)

Rosie (kind and thoughtful)

Frosty (a snowman brought to life by a magica

Black Top Hat: A ce

Frosty to life. ' |

Carrot Nose: For the Sspbwman's nose, either a real carro

Blue Cloth or Stre
when the wish is made.
Tree Cutouts or Greenery: To represent the shady spot where the kids

try to keep Frosty safe.
Winter Hats and Gloves: For the kids’ costumes, to emphasize the chilly

setting.




Narrator:

It was the first snowfall of the season, and Jack, Lila,
Milo, and Rosie couldn’t wait to go outside. The four
friends bundled up and dashed into ard, ready for
snowball fights and sledding. But th dn’t know this

winter would be anythin 0
(Scene: The group stands arou ile of snow, rolling it
into a giant snowman.)

Jack:
(Laughing) This i
Lo

0 wb
th w) And t
e. ou’re t
it’s round!

Rosie:
(Concentrati
there... done!

be the best sno
e base.

ust the right
ead. Make sure

've go erfectly round... almost




Narrator:

The kids admired their snowman. Jack added a carrot for
the nose, Lila placed buttons for the eyes, Milo found
sticks for the arms, and Rosie tied a s around its

neck. But something was missing.

Milo:

(Scratching his head) It’s mmaﬂ until it has

a hat. Anyone got one? q
Heyj what’s that DUE%E

a p hat. It
or their

Jack:
(Spotting someth

(Excitedly) Lo hat d! Let’s put it on him.
(Jack places the hat on the snowman’s head. Suddenly,
the snowman shivers and stretches.)



Frosty:
(Surprised) Whoa! What'’s going on? It’s chilly out here!

Oh wait, | guess I’'m made of snow.

Narrator:
The kids jumped back, startled.

Lila:
(Shocked) Did he just... t

Milo:
(Rubbing his eye
don’t talk... right”

ust be imagining thin

ible! What’s it like

(Shrugging) Oh, it’s not bad. A little cold, but | guess

that’s to be expected. Now, what’s the plan? Snowball
fight? Sledding? Building more snowmen?



Narrator:

The kids were overjoyed. They spent the day playing
with Frosty, building forts and sliding down hills. But as
the sun started to set, Frosty began to look worried.

Frosty:
(Concerned) Uh... guys?
might melt me.

rme. It

Lila:
(Determined) We ¢
do?

(Lo ) Maybe ifwe fi dy
es, you’ll st ol
&

into the shade. But
"t way.

‘tlett ppen! Whatsh

Frosty’s worr

Frosty:
(Sadly) The shade helps, but | don’t think | can stay
outside forever. | need a colder place, like the North

Pole.



Milo:
(Worried) The North Pole? How are we going to get you
there?

Rosie:

(Smiling) We’ll figure it outaWe
Narrator:
Lila had an idea. She to th gical hat and looked

at it closely.

Lila:
(Hopeful) Maybe as more magic at if we
wish sty to the N

's wortha \ 0se your eyes
ether. .. @
The kids hel ad!heir wish. Suddenly, a

gust of icy wi wir und them. When they
opened their eyes, Frosty was surrounded by a
sparkling, snow-filled globe.

Narrator:



Frosty:
(Laughing) Whoa! It’s a snow globe! It’s like my own little
North Pole. This is perfect!

Rosie:
(Relieved) Now you’ll be s
whenever we want.

visit you

- EF

Frosty:
(Smiling) Thanks, friends.
ever. Don’t forget me!

s been the best

Narrator:

And o

ved goodby

shi ppeare ad
ds loo owing they
ething er forget.

Moral of the
Friendship a am an make anything possible,
even saving a magical snowman.



Name: Date:

what made Frosty come to life?

Why did the
shade?

eed to move Frosty in

How did the kids solve Fr problem of needing
to get to ole?




Jack
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Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' reading levels and
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage s ts to practice their
parts at home or during independent reading

Practicing Fluency: Have stud
to build fluency and expression.

multiple times

Props & Costumes: Use the o
engaging props.

pro create simpl

Character Labels: 5t
names to either cut o
l:haracters tot

ormance to
ecial.

post-performanc
and encourage

elp assess comprehension
ly about the play.



Extension Activities:

* Create Your Own Magical Hat Story: Have students
write or draw their own story abo magical object
and what it brings to life.

an make
, or craft
ats and sc

* Snowman Craft Projec
snowmen out of pap
supplies, and decor

rnal: Have students v
ish for if they had a

* Winter Wishe
what they wo

a wh;‘i

N\



%’}E:* *%%%

Reader -
Theater:

The'Snew Day
My9+er'y



Characters:

Narrator

Max (an inquisitive boy)

Ella (Max's best friend)

Mrs. Jenkins (their kind bUt mysterious neighbor)
Detective Frost (a playfit ‘clever detective)
Snowy (a talking snowmal '

%&nm Props:

gloves for

A blue scarf for Detecti S
a small bucket (props for the

A small sign reading “Detective Frost”




Narrator:

It was a crisp January morning, and the world was
covered in a soft blanket of snow. Max and Ella, bundled
up in coats and scarves, were walking through their
neighborhood when they noticed so ing unusual.

Max:
Ella, look at Mrs. Jenkins's here’s a trail of
footprints leading up to sn but none leaving

it. Isn’t that strange?

a%sk Mrs. Jenkins i

Ins's door. She

' s knocked o :
open ithaw ile.
Mrs. Jenkins:
Oh, hello, M t enjoying the snow?

Ella:

Yes, Mrs. Jenkins, but we noticed something odd. There
are footprints leading to your snowman, but none
coming back. Did you see who made them?
1

Ella:
Very strang
any !




Mrs. Jenkins:
Hmm, | did notice the footprints this morning. It's a

mystery, isn’t it? Maybe you should ask Detective Frost.
He’s excellent at solving snowy puzzles

Max:
Detective Frost? Where ¢

Mrs. Jenkins:
Follow the trail of snow he road. The

snowflakes seem to sparkle
they’re leading th y. You’ll know when y

d the faint trail fl |
all w ignthat
: ie Vv a Flash.”
pan i ight blue scarf

tery brings you here today?

Detective Fro
Welcome! W

Max:

We saw footprints leading to Mrs. Jenkins's snowman
but none leaving. Can you help us figure out what
happened?

2



Detective Frost:
A classic case of the Snowman Shuffle! That’s what we

call it when mysterious footprints appear around
snowmen. Let’s take a closer look.

Narrator:
Detective Frost followe

Jenkins’s yard. He exam
snowman, and the surro
beside the snowman.and ta

ack to Mrs.
tprints, the
. Then he k
its frosty a
n.

ng

Wait... one of the sno s is missing!

Max:
And there’s a carrot on ground that doesn’t look like

it’s from the snowman’s nose. What could this mean?




Narrator:

Just then, a small gust of wind blew, carrying the crisp
scent of pine and the faint sound of jingling. The
snowman suddenly twitched, its twig afms shivering as if
waking up. Max and Ella froze, their ¢ % wide with
disbelief. With a creak an fof.snaw, the
snowman opened its eye ed like tiny frost-
covered marbles, and s , raspy voice.

Snowy (Shnowman):
(sniffling) | can ex

in! | did ean to scare an

borrow a carrot
oked so delicious

e

from Mrs. Jenkins's
sitting in a ba

Ella:
Wait, Snowy! You said you took those carrots? Oh no!
Mrs. Jenkins needed those for her grandson’s birthday
cake! How could you not know?



Snowy:
| didn’t realize how important they were! If I'd known, |

never would have taken them. | feel awful about it now. I’ll
do whatever | can to make it right.

Detective Frost:

Let’s replace the carrots till make her
0. But first, let’s
make sure you’re warm e nowmen can

catch a chill!

Narrator:

The scarf, with its deep
embroidery, s ized
htful choices. It became a
treasured keepsake for y, reminding him to always
act with care and consideration.



Name: Date:

wWhat clues led Detective Frost to suspect that the
snowman was involved?

what was Sno
could he have

excuse for his actions, a
led it differently?

what less Sn

story?

y l by the end of the










Mrs. Jenkins




Detective Frost
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Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' reading levels and
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage s ts to practice their
parts at home or during independent reading

Practicing Fluency: Have stud
to build fluency and expression.

multiple times

Props & Costumes: Use the o
engaging props.

pro create simpl

Character Labels: 5t
names to either cut o
l:haracters tot

ormance to
ecial.

post-performanc
and encourage

elp assess comprehension
ly about the play.



Extension Activities:

Creative Writing- Snowman’s Diary
Have students write a short diary entry f
perspective. They can describe his feeli
the carrots, the moment he realized
cake, and his gratitude for the ne

nowy’s
outiborrowing
a birthday

Snowflake Science Experim
Introduce students to the science.of snowflakes. Provi
paper and scissors ate theirown paper sn
then discuss how r owflakes form and wh
unique.

ies like paper,
lude a unique

conflicts thoug y did. For example, a situation
where someone “borrows” a classroom item without asking.
Discuss how to make amends and improve communication.






Characters:

Narrator

Charlie (a cheerful and eseativestu

Priya (Charlie’s best frie a and witty)

Mr. Thompson (a frie te a love of puns)
Luna (a shy new stu

Noah (a jokeste '

onal Props:

A large \Malertine’s D r
- Ascarf and sweatesnr
A\ ‘clipboard or . son




Narrator:

It was the day before Valentine’s Day at Sunnyside
Elementary, and Mrs. Rivera’s classroom buzzed with
excitement. Students were busy preparing their

Valentine’s Day cards. At one table, lie and Priya
were surrounded by glitter, markers a mountain of
pink paper hearts.

Charlie:

(excitedly) Look, Priya! ar ogly eyes that

actually wiggle! Everyone’ to love it.

Priya:
(teasing) Ch

lready made tw ds. You
any people.

to ends, Priya.
igabo king everyone feel

N

scribbling jokes on his cards.

Narrator:
At the next t

Noah:

(laughing to himself) This one’s perfect. “What did one
piece of candy say to the other?” “You’re sweet!”
(laughing harder) Classic Noah.

1



Narrator:
Meanwhile, in the corner of the room, Luna sat quietly,
doodling on a piece of paper. She was new to the school
and hadn’t spoken to many classmates yet. Priya noticed
Luna and nudged Charlie.

Priya:
(whispering) Hey, Charlie.
Maybe we should invite

Charlie:

(nodding) Great id et’s go.

Narrator:
Charli

over to Lu

entine’s cards

Luna:

(smiling shyly. | don’t know what to write.

Priya:

(encouraging) That’s okay. You can draw pictures
instead. Valentine’s cards don’t need words to be
awesome.



Narrator:
As Luna joined their table, Mr. Thompson strolled over,
holding a clipboard.

Mr. Thompson:
(cheerfully) Good work, te
Valentine’s party is abou
make sure no one feels
favorite pun: “You’re th

Orrow’s
usivity. Let’s
don’t forget my
alentine!”

RS

Noah:
(snorting) That’s @ se than my candy jok
it’s kind of fupny.. in.a dad-joke way.

. By the end
, creative

sroom was decorated
party began, Charlie

ke-filled cards.

with streamers and b
noticed Noah ing

Charlie:
(raising an eyebrow) Noah, you made cards for
everyone? That’s a lot of work for someone who usually
pranks people.



Noah:
(grinning) | figured, why not? Even | can spread some
laughs and kindness for a day.

Narrator:

Charlie, Priya, and Lunas
cards. When Luna hande
read it aloud.

Mr. Thompson:

(reading) “Thank or making our classroom f '
home.” (smiling ly) That’s the best V

ever receiv
h d Luna
f the group for
ed with laughter and smiles

d out their
ompson, he

iled

Luna’s eyes sparkled as
, each one a little

Luna:

(happily) This is the best Valentine’s Day ever. Thanks,
everyone.

4



Charlie:

(grinning) That’s what it’s all about—making sure everyone
feels special.

Narrator:

And so, the students of Su
that Valentine’s Day wasn
was about kindness, laught
left out. A day of love an
anyone’s heart, one car

N

tary learned

nd candy—it
g sure no one was
ld brighten




Name: Date:

wWho actually took the pie and why?

How did the
problem?

work together to sol

wWhat was isp’s'secr redient?










Mr. Thompson













Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' reading levels and
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage s ts to practice their
parts at home or during independent reading

Practicing Fluency: Have stud
to build fluency and expression.

multiple times

Props & Costumes: Use the o
engaging props.

pro create simpl

Character Labels: 5t
names to either cut o
l:haracters tot

ormance to
ecial.

post-performanc
and encourage

elp assess comprehension
ly about the play.



Extension Activities:

* Design Your Own Card: Have students create a
Valentine’s card that includes a kind age or fun joke.

¢ Acts of Kindness List: A
include everyone during s

rm ways to

* Role-Play Inclusivity:
scenarios where they can
and included.

2

omeone feel wel






Characters:

Marrator

Lena - An adventurous and curious girl

nal Props:

ves, jack rs

jalking stick or sr‘vt

ad e r.
Ut for Robin

pand or small bee plush for Buzzy

ot flowers orF a floral garland to represent
blooming flowers

A picnic basket or small garden tools for the final

scene




1

(The stage is set in a park with bare trees and patches of
snow lingering on the ground. Lena and Malik walk along
a path, bundled up in coats and scarves.)

Narrator: It was late winter, and the as still crisp.

But something was changing. Lena a alik walked
through the park, lookin f spring.
Lena: (shivering) It still fi lik ter! Are you su

spring is coming, Malik?

over there! The ice
ign, right?

, Grand sa gin
=
' Q tle'explorers! Do you
han last week. That’s
sp IS near.

for sure? What should we

Malik: (pointing)
starting to

Lena: But how can we k
look for?

Grandma Rosa: Keep your eyes and ears open, my dear.
Nature always tells a story if you listen.



(Lena and Malik walk further into the park and hear a bird
chirping from a tree branch.)

Robin:
(happily) Chirp, chirp! The sun is bac
waking up, and I'm building my nest!
here!

worms are
ng is almost

Malik:
Wow, Robin! So, when y e k, that mean

is coming?

ing

Robin:
That’s right!

ro

the buds
lowers!

ilLb

the branches!

np near a flower bed. A
small bee flies i rnund the flowers.)

Buzzy:

Bzzz! Hello, friends! It’s about time for spring! These
flowers are starting to bloom, which means it’s time for

me to get to work.

2



3

Malik:
Hey, Buzzy! What do you do when spring starts?

Buzzy:
| collect nectar to make honey! And
yellow flowers? They weren’t here |
waking up!

ll these little
eek)The earth is

Lena:

(laughing) It’s like nature t g after a lon

(The kids spot Mr: Finch, the park ranger,

ng?

r d even met a busy
et k for?
Mr. Finch:

Absolutely! The days are getting longer, which means
more sunshine. And soon, the frogs in the pond will start
singing at night. Have you noticed the air smells
different?

alik:
Yes! We heard birds,
bee! Is there



Lena:
(sniffing) It smells... fresh!

Mr. Finch:
That’s right! The ground is thawing,
growing. Spring is full of ris

ew plants are

(Lena and Malik run bac 0sa, excited.)

Lena:
Grandma Rosa, w

birds, the flower

SO m signs of sp
n the smellin the ai

re alwa lls it’
reen again.
\

| can’t wait! Let’s co ow and see what

else has chan

Lena:
And we can start planning fun spring activities! | want to
plant a garden with lots of colorful flowers.



Malik:
| want to have a picnic with my family in the park!

Grandma Rosa:
(smiling) Those are wonderful ideas!
new beginnings. Let’s make the mos

Narrator:
And so, Lena and Malik | e Spring is not just a
day on the calendar—it’ W a autiful ch

bringing new life everywhe

R\

g is atime for
!

(The end!)

o



Name: Date:

wWhat are some signs of spring mentioned in the
play?

why do the
when spring a

ants start changin

what fun do in the spring?







——

Jl
|

.




Grandma Rosa
















Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' reading levels and
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage s ts to practice their
parts at home or during independent reading

Practicing Fluency: Have stud
to build fluency and expression.

multiple times

Props & Costumes: Use the o
engaging props.

pro create simpl

Character Labels: 5t
names to either cut o
l:haracters tot

ormance to
ecial.

post-performanc
and encourage

elp assess comprehension
ly about the play.



Extension Activities:

Nature Walk Journal: Have students go on a nature walk
and write or draw the signs of spring observe.

Planting Seeds: Give ea
and seeds to grow their o

with soil
ers.

Spring Poetry: Have st
what they love about spri

ort poem a

DIY Bird Feede
bird feede Si
bi ed

ach students how to

spring contin



Reader's




Characters:

Narrator

Maya (curious and determined, na leader)
Leo (easygoing and q ] s)
Mrs. Crisp (cheerful or tiny bit
forgetful)

Farmer Green (helpful bor farmer)

Janelle (applesjuggler extraordinaire, energeti

Detective Pi (dramatic, confident, Lo\




Optional Props:

= Leaves: Real or paper leaves for caterpillars to hold or sit on.

® Green Scarves or Felt: To wrap around shoulders or heads as

"caterpillar bodies.”
W Butterfly Wings: DIY paper wings, felt, or sto ght butterfly wings
for Mariposa.

“s Antennae Headbands: For Calli fhopper (pipe cleaners
attached to headbands).

L) Notebook: For Jamie, the

# Small Branch or

build their cocoons.

charact




Narrator:
In a sun-dappled garden filled with green leaves and

bright blossoms, two caterpillars named Callie and Benji
chewed happily on their favorite lea

Callie (excited):
Mmm, nothing beats fresh 5 reakfast! Benji,

have you heard the new ing our cocoons
soon!

Benji (nervous):

| know, Callie. I'v rd the older caterpi k about

ready. What.if |

f my win on’
ing):
u’re goingto be est butterfly ever.
&

Just think—floating lower, sipping nectar
all day long!

Beniji:
But what if | can’t find you? What if you change and
forget about me?



Narrator:
Callie paused, thinking about Benji’s fears. Just then, a

bright green Leafhopper bounced onto their leaf, his

antennae twitching with curiosity.
g legs and

s even want wings

Leafhopper (teasing):
Wings, huh? Sounds scar

bounce around. Why do rp
anyway?
Callie:

Well, wings help u lore new places, and

flowers that are t r ta crawl to. Plus, bt Q |
important f [

ing):
e. Butl’ = ge too! | like
per.
"\

scary. What if | don’t
butterfly?

Benji (sighing):
See, even Lea t
recognize myselfw

Narrator:
At that moment, a graceful butterfly named Mariposa
fluttered down, her wings shimmering like a sunset.



Mariposa (kindly):
Hello, little ones. | overheard your worries. Change can
be scary, but it’s also a chance to grow. When | was a

caterpillar, | was nervous too.

Benji (eyes wide):

Really? You were scared?“
Mariposa:

Of course! | worried.that I'd all the thin
about myself. Bu ss what? When | em
chrysalis, | fe fr%rnng, like I’d al

Callie:
I Di St
ari

Yes, | did! And | mad

erase who we
become.

fri

reme

0. Change doesn’t
cover who we can

Leafhopper (curious):
But what if something goes wrong?



Mariposa:
That’s why we look out for each other. We help each
other, just like I'm helping you now.

Narrator:
Nearby, a delicate Flower swayed in
to the conversation.

reeze, listening

Flower (gentle):
And when you become ol’ll help me
Butterflies drink my necta arry my pollen
flowers so we can W new oms.

rfli

her

Callie (smili
Tha

o help you, t

of it tha geisn’t just
r the \
r

n named Jamie peeked over
ok in hand.

Narrator:
Just then, a
the garden f

,an

Jamie (excited):
Whoa! Caterpillars talking about change? This is
amazing! I’'ve always wondered how you feel about

becoming butterflies.
4



Benji (grinning shyly):
It’s... a little scary, but also exciting. | want to help the
flowers like Mariposa said.

Jamie:

That’s wonderful! I'll make sure your en has plenty
of flowers for you to visit | next
spring!

Callie:

Thank you, Jamie! That ma feel safe and w e.
Mariposa:

See, Benji? C
adve

ing new friends,
w ways to h

r'N help me build my

together.

COCOOIT

Callie (enthu
Of course, Benji

Narrator:
And so, Callie and Benji began to spin their cocoons,

carefully weaving each thread with hope and
excitement. With every turn, Benji felt a little braver and
a little stronger.



Flower (singing softly):
Spin your dreams, little ones, and trust the magic within.
When the time is right, you’ll spread your wings and

dance with the wind.

Narrator:
When the time came, the
ready to explore the garde
their stories of change

utterflies,
owers, and share

ot

Jamie (closing notebook):
| can’t wait to see both again. I'll be waiti
camera and lots wers!




Name: Date:

whuy was Benji nervous about changin

what role do flies play in helping flo

How does the stor
whole com ?

ge can help the




Jamie







l_ea‘c—hop Dey

& .
SER





















l_ea‘c—hop Dey
















Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' reading levels and
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage s ts to practice their
parts at home or during independent reading

Practicing Fluency: Have stud
to build fluency and expression.

multiple times

Props & Costumes: Use the o
engaging props.

pro create simpl

Character Labels: 5t
names to either cut o
l:haracters tot

ormance to
ecial.

post-performanc
and encourage

elp assess comprehension
ly about the play.



Extension Activities:

¢ Character Diary Entries — Write a short diary entry
from the perspective of one char rin the play.

e Design a School Map
places from the sto
lunchbox might hav

?
ne.

Resol — Practice
ew, lost, or feeling lef

* Role-Play Confli
someone wh
like Sam.

mall kit with a
ing e school, and tips to
at home.

Build a Welcome
friendly n
help new

ra



Logs Salsy LogelVsls) |




Characters:

Narrator
Benny the Bunny (a mischievous but le Easter

Bunny)

Ella (a smart and curiou
Max (Ella’s enthusiasti 5 C ess best friend)
Grandma Lou (wise a fs es)

Henrietta (a giant, sassy ¢

nal Props:

: Ny Ears ~ For Ben
Chicken Headband = r Henrietta
ster Baskets ?
' N:’e ent the missing Easter

A Toy Radio or Boombox - To play "music" for the dance-
off




Narrator:

It was a bright and sunny Easter morning in the town of
Hoppington. Kids were ready for the annual Easter egg
hunt—except something was very, very wrong.

Ella:
(Max holding an empty b

you also notice the compl
Max:
(Checking under a h) | th t maybe t jus
really well hidde year-... like, super w

ip h

uilty) Oh, hey, kids. Uh, lovely

me, or do
lack of eggs?

(Stops and waves, looki
day for an egg hunt, huh?

Ella:
Benny, where are the eggs? Did you forget to hide them?
1



Benny the Bunny:
(Holding up one paw) Now, let’s not throw around words
like forget. Let’s say... | had a tiny mix-up.

Max:
(Tilting his head) A mix-up?

Benny the Bunny:

(Sighing) Okay, okay. | w
the Ducks,” and | may ha
the worst possible place.

ing ‘Dancing with
lly left the e n

Ella:
Oh no.. wh

Max:
(Eyes wide) The one wi
CHICKEN?

, TERRIFYING

Narrator:
Everyone in Hoppington knew about Grandma Lou’s hen,
Henrietta—a chicken the size of a small horse with a
major attitude.



Ella:
Well... | guess we have to get them back!

Max:
(Holding basket tightly) I'd rather ju rt anew
tradition... you know, the lawisi

Narrator:
But Ella was already m Grandma
house, with Benny and Ma tantly followin
(Scene shift: Gra Lou’s backyard)

ind

) Well,

Grandma Lou:
(Chuckling) . rietta found the eggs, and
now she thinks they’re HER babies.

Max:
(Whispers) This is why | don’t trust chickens.

3



Ella:
Grandma Lou, how do we get them back?

Grandma Lou:
(Laughing) Well, you could ask Henri

nicely.

Narrator:
The trio cautiously apprea
protectively over a pile

enrietta, who stood
ig olored eggs.

Benny the Bunny:
(Uplifting his pa
actually baby.chi

ey, Henrietta, those

Max:
(Nodding) A

Ella:
(Kindly) Henrietta, we promise they’re just for fun. No
baby chicks, just delicious treats for the kids in town.



Henrietta:
(Squinting) Hmm... well, | might believe you, but I’'m not
giving them up that easily.

Benny the Bunny:
(Shrugging) Sooo... what do we have

Henrietta:
(Grinning) Win a dance-
You lose, | keep ‘em.

get the eggs.

can’t believe this is 'n;
Henrie 5 %

a a Lou turned on
Henrietta strutted
boogie.

Max:
(Clutching his he

Alrig

her radio. A funky tun
out of the coo kin

itched his nose in perfect
rhythm. Henrietta flapped her wings, tapped her feet,
and spun in a circle. The crowd gasped—it was close!

Ella:
(Whispering to Grandma Lou) Who's winning?



Grandma Lou:
(Grinning) Henrietta. But she’s impressed.

Narrator:

Finally, with a dramatic flourish, Hen clucked
proudly.

Henrietta:
(Nods) Alright, alright! | got moves,
Bunny. | technically wo ctthe Ef“fﬂl‘t

t ch

since | don’t actually ea e, | suppo
have your eggs b

Benny the
enrietta. You

Q& she changes her

d, the Great Easter Egg Hunt

Narrator:

With the eggs
was back on!

ely r

Ella:

(Waving a hand) Next year, Benny, maybe don’t leave
the eggs with a giant chicken.



Benny the Bunny:
(Grinning) But then we wouldn’t have this amazing story
to tell!

Narrator:
And so, the kids of Hoppington cele
filled with laughter, cand d

time Benny the Bunny cha
off... and almost won.

d with a hunt
gend—the
icken to a dance-

The End!

N




Name: Date:

why were the Easter eggs missing at the start of
the story?

decide

why did Henri
anyway?

give the eggs bac

If you were in this at r creative way
could you ied to ge ggs back?













Err‘andmad/_ou




A

8

Henrietta
















C’Ir‘andmaqb_ou




Henrietto







Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' reading levels and
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage s ts to practice their
parts at home or during independent reading

Practicing Fluency: Have stud
to build fluency and expression.

multiple times

Props & Costumes: Use the o
engaging props.

pro create simpl

Character Labels: 5t
names to either cut o
l:haracters tot

ormance to
ecial.

post-performanc
and encourage

elp assess comprehension
ly about the play.



Extension Activities:

Choreograph Your Own Dance-Off: Have students create their own dance
moves and hold a friendly class-wide dance battle.

Design an Easter Egg Hunt Map: Students ca a creative map of

where they would hide Easter eggs in their own

Rewrite the Ending: What if He ive up the eggs? Have
students brainstorm and wri i

manage to retrieve the eggs.

Create a Character Puppet Sho
figures, students can a t the sto

ve students write a diary ent
felt about the whole sit

Henr]etta’s Diary En

: Each stud ecor o [ hat
scene fro







Characters:

Narrator

Maya (curious and determined, na leader)
Leo (easygoing and q ] s)
Mrs. Crisp (cheerful or tiny bit
forgetful)

Farmer Green (helpful bor farmer)

Janelle (applesjuggler extraordinaire, energeti

Detective Pi (dramatic, confident, Lo\




Optional Props:

Red-and-white checkered cloth for the missing pie
Small pie tin and serving utensil

“Entry #7” sign or label for contest table
Magnifying glass for DetectivesRippin

Apron for Mrs. Crisp

Straw hat for Farmer Gree

Baskets or crates of apple

Three apples for juggling (real

Oven mitts for Det e Pippind the baking scen

N




Narrator:
Just a few years ago, Bloomville was buzzing with life.

Every yard had patches of dandelions, wildflowers
bloomed along every sidewalk, and b happily floated
from blossom to blossom. The town full of color,
laughter, and buzzing win ise for

pollinators.
But over time, things st . People wanted

It
perfect, green lawns wi "weeds." Dandelion re
sprayed, clover was pulled, esticides beca or
common. The flo began to disappear, and.

them, the bees.
Now,

n

g morning, somethingw
were quiet. ThefrL

It omce hum ' day... there was
Mayor Maple:
(Sniffingad at’s going on? Where are the
bees? No bu ob o blueberries!

Narrator:
Meanwhile, deep inside the hive, the bees were having a

serious meeting.

1



Beatrix:
(Sternly) Bees of Bloomville! We are officially on strike!
We refuse to pollinate until the humans clean up their

act!

Buzzy:
(Laughing) You heard the g
there’s less trash and m

llen parties until

Moxie:
(Holding up a sign
pesticides, and s

're tired of dodging la
ans! It’s time for acti

But tif the

ithout bees. No

The bees buzzed'in agr nt, stomping their tiny feet
and waving mini protest signs. Back at the farm, Farmer
Fran was scratching her head.



Farmer Fran:
(Squinting at her apple tree) Why aren’t my blossoms
turning into apples? Did | plant duds?

“ very wilted

ne, an town is in teou h

Narrator:
That’s when Mayor Mapl
bouquet.

Mayor Maple:
Fran! The bees are
do we do?

le tiptoed to the

And so, Farmer Fran
hive with a pe

Beatrix:
(Confidently) Welcome, humans. We've been expecting
you.



That’s why w

4

Buzzy:
(With a wink) We’re on a buzz-break. Want honey? Fix the
planet.

Moxie:
(Handing over a tiny clipboard) Her
spraying, more planting, la
hotels. We're serious.

- less
ers, and bee

rli

Mayor Maple:
(Awkwardly) What’s a bee
pillows?

Does it have ti

S for wild bee S

lowers, 0 a
.\iﬂin rever... won’t we

ange. But we’ll hold strong

Beatrix:

until they do.

Farmer Fran:
Gosh. | didn’t know it was that bad. | just wanted my
apples.



Narrator:
The bees pointed to trash near their clover patch, wilted
flowers, and a sign that read “Lawn chemicals in use.”

Moxie:

See this? Bees can’t thrivewith pais the pollen.
Mayor Maple:

(Reading the list) This is Ly le. We can help!
Narrator:

oomville got to work
lled weeds and pic ash.
rted the Bloomvi

9%- and painted
N\

out a “Bee Safe” pledge for
d the bees back.

And so, the town
wildflowers. Adul

Ricky,a loc d

Narrator:

Even the gro
customers. E

Buzzy:
(Sniffing a tulip) This pollen smells pesticide-free!



Petal:
(Squealing) We did it! We made a difference!

Beatrix:
Very well. Bees, prepare for pollinati

Moxie:
Let the pollination parade

Narrator:
And that Friday, Bloomville d its first-ever
r

Day, complete m@r cupcakes, face p
ea, you

new song:
ere to stay!

Narrator:
From that day
together, ke
along.

rd, le and its bees worked

et—and each other—buzzing



Name: Date:

why did the bees decide to go on stri

wWhat problem Bloomville face when t

stopped worki

How did the huma espond once they
understo es’ mess













Farmeyr Fran




Mayor‘ Ple

.J&






















Farmeyr Fran
















Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' reading levels and
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage s ts to practice their
parts at home or during independent reading

Practicing Fluency: Have stud
to build fluency and expression.

multiple times

Props & Costumes: Use the o
engaging props.

pro create simpl

Character Labels: 5t
names to either cut o
l:haracters tot

ormance to
ecial.

post-performanc
and encourage

elp assess comprehension
ly about the play.



Extension Activities:

* Pie Poster: Design a poster advertising Entry #7 for the contest.

* Apple Science: Research different apple varieties and -test them.

* Write a New Ending: Have students create an alt

e ending to the story.
What if someone different had stol e pie? i

ive?

Crisp’s Apple Orchard,

* Harvest Festival Map: Have stude
i , cider barn, corn maze,

including all the places mention
booths, etc.). Label each spot wh

* Recipe Writing: Students create their
ingredients, step-by-stepgnstructions,
special.

N

e pie recipe, complete
“secret ingredi tha






Characters:

Narrator

Maya (curious and determined, na leader)
Leo (easygoing and q ] s)
Mrs. Crisp (cheerful or tiny bit
forgetful)

Farmer Green (helpful bor farmer)

Janelle (applesjuggler extraordinaire, energeti

Detective Pi (dramatic, confident, Lo\




Optional Props:

Clipboard or planner (for Jada)

Sunglasses and pool floaties (for

Graduation cap or sca

Tissue box (for Ava)

Microphone or walki Lki ipal Puddle)
Giant whistle and sto h

School suppliessfor comedic effect: a

overstuffed pack, a paper airplane

N\




Narrator:

The sun was shining. The classroom fans were humming.
The hallway smelled like leftover field day popsicles and
sweaty sneakers. It was the last week chool.

Sam:
(Fanning himself) This is
mentally clocked out.

. I've already

Liam:
(Wearing sunglas
sunscreen and a

| clock ut last Frid
h ball today.

Ava:
(Sniffles soft

desks... this whi
carpet. I'll mi

Narrator:
Just then, Mr. Markley entered the classroom with flair.
A coffee in one hand. A folder in the other.

1



Mr. Markley:
My dear students! | present... your final assignment!

All Students:
(Gasping) WHAT?!?

Liam:
| thought we were DDNI'] i

Sam:

Please tell me it’s ap unt missal.

Mr. Markley:

o write a ref

Ooh! | alread

Sam:

(Panicking) But my brain is already on vacation! Can |
just draw a stick figure doing jumping jacks and call it a
metaphor?

2



Mr. Markley:
Absolutely not. Now begin! Reflection time starts... now!

Narrator:
The students groaned louder than y classroom
door. But soon...
Ava:
(Smiling) Remember th u ss hamster ed

and Liam tried to bribe him with a granela

eanut butte | ite.

% ords on the
ing

ni is basically a synonym for

You're welc
joy.

Narrator:
Laughter filled the classroom as memories came

flooding back.

3
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Ava:
| remember when | read my first chapter book cover to
cover. | felt like a real author!

Sam:
And when we tried to bake a volcan science and it
exploded blue foam ever er incipal
Puddle’s shoes!
(Cue Principal Puddle &
Principal Puddle:
(Soggy) Still hav orgiven the blueber
incident...
’ Sir. \
It was also sticky. V &
Narrator:

Even Coach ms by, confused but energetic.
Coach Boom:

(Blowing whistle) WHO’S READY FOR REFLECTION
LAPS?! Wait... we’re writing letters? Can | use glitter

pens?



Mr. Markley:
Only if you promise not to yell “YEET” when you turn it
In.

Coach Boom:

NO PROMISES.
Narrator:
By the end of the hour, Yy S as smiling,

scribbling, and remembe

Jada:
(Sincerely) This

ct

tof

lly... kind of fun%
et this
”‘\\“

r letter?

, but... yeah. This
was a good ride.

Sam:
Can we stapl

nack

Mr. Markley:
Sure. As long as it’s not tuna salad.



Narrator:
And with that, the final assignment was complete. Not

just a letter—but a reminder of everything they’d
learned, laughed at, and lived through.

A\
N

All (together):
Best. Year. Ever.




Name: Date:

what was the final assignment Mr. Ma

whuy didn’t th ents want to do it at firs

How did the stude
assignme

nge during the










Mr Mar‘éey










gled

Py




Coach Boom










Mr Mar‘éey
P










Pr'incipal




Coach Boom










Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' reading levels and
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage s ts to practice their
parts at home or during independent reading

Practicing Fluency: Have stud
to build fluency and expression.

multiple times

Props & Costumes: Use the o
engaging props.

pro create simpl

Character Labels: 5t
names to either cut o
l:haracters tot

ormance to
ecial.

post-performanc
and encourage

elp assess comprehension
ly about the play.



Extension Activities:

* Pie Poster: Design a poster advertising Entry #7 for the contest.

* Apple Science: Research different apple varieties and -test them.

* Write a New Ending: Have students create an alt

e ending to the story.
What if someone different had stol e pie? i

ive?

Crisp’s Apple Orchard,

* Harvest Festival Map: Have stude
i , cider barn, corn maze,

including all the places mention
booths, etc.). Label each spot wh

* Recipe Writing: Students create their
ingredients, step-by-stepgnstructions,
special.

N

e pie recipe, complete
“secret ingredi tha



