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JACKIE ROBINSON

Read the biography of Jackie Robinsonr and answer the
comprehension questions using the passage for referénce.

Jackie Robinson was born on January 31, 1919, in
Cairo, Georgia. He grew up ifi California as the youngest of five
children in a time when African Americans \faced many unfair
rules and discrimination. In ¢high school" and college, Jackie
stood out as a star athlete, “plaging "baseball, football,
basketball, and track at UCLA, where he became the first
student to earn varsity letters in all four'sports.

During World War ligdackie served in the U.S. Army. While in the
military, he courageously stood up against racial discrimination,
including an incident where he refused to move to the back of a
segregated_bus. He was court-martialed but later ocquitted,
showing his determination to fight for justice.

In 1947, Jackie made history as the first African American to
play Major League Baseball in“theymodern era, joining ' the
Brooklyn Dodgers. He faced\insults and threats but stayed
strong, proving his talent ‘on the field. Over his 10-year career,
he was nadmed the Natienal League’s Most Valuable Player in
1949, played in six All=Star Games, andhelped the Dodgers win a
world Series.

After retiringmin, 1957, "Jackie' continued breaking barriers,
becoming the first African American vice president of a major
corporation and weorkingin the civil rights movement. He also
helped establish the Freedom National Bank in Harlem to
support African-American businesses. Jackie passed away on
October 24, 1972, but his legacy lives on. Major League Baseball
celebrates Jackie Robinson Day every April 15, with all players
wearing his iconic number, 42, to honor his courage and
achievements. Jackie Robinson’s life reminds us that one
person’s bravery can inspire change and pave the way for a
more equal future.
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1 How did Jackie Robinson demonstrate courage during his time in the
US. Army?

7 What challenges did Jackie face
Major League Base nd how did

st African American play

Baseball, and how is
Jackie Robinson honor




