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GEORGE WASHINGTON

Read the biographical passage
about George Washington and
answer the questions.

George Washington holds a key place in the history
of the United States. He was born on February 22, 1732, in
Virginia, where he spent his childhood on a farm learning
important skills like horseback riding. Washington grew to
become a general, leading the Continental Army during the
American Revolution. His leadership in the war helped the
thirteen colonies gain independence from British rule.

After the war, Washington’s reputation as a strong leader
made him a natural choice for the first President of the
United States. In this role, he helped lay the foundation for
how the new nation would be governed. Washington was
known for his fairness and thought carefully about each
decision he made as president. He also continued to be a
farmer, and he loved to spend time on his land at Mount
Vernon.

Washington served two terms as president and then did
something unusual: he stepped down. He believed it was
important for new people to lead the nation. By doing this,
he set an example that American presidents are not kings
and should not hold power forever. He returned to his farm,
where he lived until his death in 1799. George Washington’s
contributions as a general in the war and as a president are
still remembered today as vital to the creation of the United
States.




Name: Date:

1 How did Washington's role as a general during the American
Revolution shape his future?

) As the first president, what kind of leader was George
Washington?

3 What precedent did George Washington set when he left the
presidency?




