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Name: Date:

MAYA ANGELOU

Read the biographical passage
about Maya Angelou and answer the
questions.

Maya Angelou (1928 - 2014) was a towering figure
in American literature and civil rights activism. Born Marguerite
Annie Johnson in St. Louis, Missouri, Angelou's early years were
fraught with the traumas of racial discrimination and personal
violation. At the age of eight, she experienced a harrowing assault
by her mother’'s boyfriend, a trauma that led her to become mute
for five years, finding solace in books and literature.

Her memoir, "I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings,” vividly recounts
the struggles of her childhood in the Jim Crow South, capturing
the pervasive racism and her journey to reclaim her voice and
identity. This seminal work laid bare the stark realities of racial
injustice, while also conveying a message of hope and resilience.

Over her 50-year career, Angelou penned a multitude of works,
including poetry, essays, and a series of autobiographies. Her
writings, characterized by a lyrical prose style and powerful
evocation of the Black experience in America, earned her
numerous accolades, including the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Angelou's artistic versatility extended to acting, singing, and
dancing, and she became a renowned speaker and professor,
influencing countless individuals with her advocacy for equality
and human rights. She worked with Martin Luther King Jr. and
Malcolm X during the Civil Rights Movement and her writings
continue to inspire advocates for equality and justice across the
world.




Name: Date:

WED. DU BOI9

Read the biography of W.E.B. Du Bois and answer the
comprehension questions using the passage for refej

scholar writer, and activist w i aeévpursuit of
civil rights and racial equali j Barrington,
Massachusetts, to a family th n and believed in
hard work. Excelling in his age, Du Bois was
encouraged by his teach ies and achieve
greatness.

In 1895, Du Bois became the firs American to ea
from Harvard Univ , an achiev t that cemented
a pioneer in hig cation. His work focused on the
injustices faced i
Reconstruction

ies of Booker
ugh direct action.
he Souls of Black

Later in i
advocatin

ed h ttention to Pan-Africanism,
ople of African descent worldwide. In
1961, he m he spent his final years working on
the Encyclo supporting African independence
movements. He passed away in 1963, just one day before the historic
March on Washington.

W.E.B. Du Bois remains a towering figure in history, whose life’s work
underscores the importance of education, activism, and the
relentless pursuit of justice. His legacy continues to inspire
movements for equality and freedom worldwide.




Name: Date:

GEORGE WAOHINGTON CARVER

Read the passage about George
Washington Carver and answer the
questions.

Born into slavery around 1864 in Misso
Washington Carver overcame racial b

University), where he
student and later, a

| conservation.
mB¥dying his values of
ony.

Passin rver @t a lasting impact as a
1 umanitarian, remembered for his
innovati thods and his commitment to

social progress.




Name: Date:

MARTIN LUTHER KING IR.

Read the passage about Martin
Luther King Jr. and answer the
questions.

Martin Luther King Jr. (1929 - 1968) was @

pivotal figure in the American Civil Rights Movement. Born
in Atlanta, Georgia, King experienced racial segregation
early in life, shaping hisscommitment to social justice. He
excelled academically, attending Morehouse College at
fifteen and later obtaining a doctorate in theology.

King's leadership in the Montgomery Bus Boycott, sparked
byRosa Parks' arrest, brought him national prominence.
He advocated for.nonviolent/protest, drawing inspiration
from Gandbhi's principles. His.eloquence as a speaker
peakedin the 1963 March on Washington, where he
delivered the iconic "l Have a Dream" speech, articulating
his vision of racialequality and justice.

King's activism led to significant civil rights advancements,
including the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the 1965 Voting
Rights Act. Despite facing arrests, threats, and violence, he
remained steadfast in his pursuit of equality.

Tragically, King's life was cut short when he was
assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, in 1968. His legacy
endures, inspiring generations to continue the fight for civil
rights.




Name: Date:

RUBY BRIDGES

Read the biography of Ruby Bridges and answer the
comprehension questions using the passage for reference.

Ruby Bridges was born on September 8, 1954, in
Tylertown, Mississippi. At the age of four, h
New Orleans, Louisiana, in search of better op

ities.

In 1960, at just six years old,
the American Civil Rights
Frantz Elementary School, b
student to attend an all-wQi
enrollment was part of th
landmark 1954 Supreme C
which declared racial segrega ulglic'Schools unconstitutio

Despite the legal
strong resistancg
marshals as she
the school.
leaving

only one willing to g
ndividualized jggatruction

for

itled The Problem We All Live With.
Ruby Bridg egacy ser
one individual can have in shaping history and fighting injustice.

ed to school,
vas recognized
e struggle against

ily relocated to

| figure in
ted William
African American
| in the South. Her
mandated by the
oard of Educatig

ocacy for education and
racial equalj y Bridges Foundation, which
| opportunities for all children.
Her story gas be ed in books, films, and even a famous

a powerful reminder of the impact




Name: Date:

FREDERICK DOUGLA9

Read the biography of Frederick Douglass and answer the
comprehension questions using the passage for reference.

Frederick Douglass (1818 - 1895), born

Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey, was a
American social reformer, abolitionist, orat
and statesman. Born into slavery in T
Douglass was separated from
age and raised by his maternal
of his early life, he developed

iter,
County, Maryland,
ailey, at a young

. Despite the hardships

In 1838, Douglass made a darin e to freedom, j ying_ to
New York City using papers a free Black $ail er
settled in New Bedf assachusetts, and beg nent
leader in the abgliti especially
Slave”

ive writings made
. He advised President
ignificantly influencing the

o Serve in the Union Army and
emphasizing the i

Post-Civil War, DoUglass co ved to fight for civil rights and
women's suffrage, holding various public offices. His later years
were marked by his role as U.S. Marshal and Minister Resident and
Consul General to Haiti. His inadvertent nomination as Vice President
on the Equal Rights Party ticket, alongside Victoria Woodhull, further
underscores his impact on civil rights movements.

Douglass remains a pivotal figure in American history, symbolizing
resilience and the pursuit of justice and equality.




Name: Date:

R02A PARKS

Read the biographical passage
about Rosa Parks and answer the
questions.

Rosa Parks (1913 - 2005) was an African American civil

rights activist whose refusal to surrender her seat to ajwhite
passenger on a segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama, sparked
the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

Born on February 4, 1913, in Tuskegee, Alabama, Parks grew up,in
an era of rampant racial segregation and discrimination.

Parks was a seamstress and a long-time member of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

Her act of defian¢e on December 1, 1955, was not,a spontanéous
gesture but a planned act of civil disobedience. She was'arrested
and fined, but'henaction' became_a powerful symbol in the fight
against racial injustice.

The Montgomery Bus Boycott, triggered by her arrest, lasted for
over a year and was a pivotalimoment in the Civil Rights Movement.
It led to a Supreme Qourtiruling that segregation on public buses
was unconstitutional. Parks' quiet strength and moral courage
continued to inspire the movement, earning her the nickname "the
mother of the civil rights movement.”

After the boycott, Parks faced harassment and threats in
Montgomery. She moved to Detroit, Michigan, where she continued
to be active in the struggle for justice and equality until her death in
2005. Her legacy as an icon of the Civil Rights Movement lives on,
symbolizing the power of individual action in the fight for equality
and justice.




Name: Date:

HARRIET TUBMAN

Read the biography of Harriet Tubman and answer the
comprehension questions using the passage for reference.

Harriet Tubman (c. 1820 - 1913), born Araminta Ross
in Dorchester County, Maryland, was an Aaeri
abolitionist and political activist. Despite
conditions of her enslavemengt, including re head injury
suffered as a child, Tubma dom in 1849. Her
escape marked the beginng

"conductor” on the Undergr, R

As a key figure in th
to the South about
people, includin

dergro
es, helping approximg

@ risks after
C er to extend her

senger.

as a nurse, scout, spy, and
guerrilla soldien f n Army. She led the Combahee
eration of over 700 slaves, and
was the first woman to lead an armed expedition in the war.

After the war, Tubman settled in Auburn, New York, where she
was active in the women's suffrage movement and cared for
her aging parents. Her legacy as a symbol of courage and
freedom continues to inspire countless people worldwide.




