Name: Date:

JEAN AUGUSTINE

Read the biographical passage
about Jean Augustine and answer
the questions.

Jean Augustine is a notable figure in Canadian history, renowned
for her trailblazing achievements in politics and education. Born
on September 9, 1937, in Grenada, she moved to Canada as a
young woman. Augustine's journey in Canada began with her
dedication to education; she first served as a teacher and then as
a school principal, demonstrating her commitment to academic
excellence and student development.

Her aspirations and skills led her to a career in politics. In 1993,
Augustine achieved a historic milestone by becoming the first
black woman elected to the Canadian Parliament. This
accomplishment was significant not only because of the
representation it provided but also because it broke racial and
gender barriers in Canadian politics, paving the way for future
generations of diverse leaders.

During her time in Parliament, Augustine was a vocal advocate
for social justice and equality. One of her notable contributions
was the establishment of Black History Month in Canada in
February. This initiative was crucial in promoting the recognition
and celebration of the contributions of Black Canadians to the
nation's history and culture.

Jean Augustine's career is marked by numerous awards and
recognitions, reflecting her impact in various spheres, including
education, politics, and social justice. After retiring from active
politics, she continued to engage in public service, focusing on
educational initiatives and advocating for equity and inclusion.




Name: Date:

1 What is the background and early career of Jean Augustine?

72 How did Jean Augustine contribute to the recognition of Black
history in Canada?

3 What continues to be Jean Augustine’s focus after retiring from
Parliament?




