
Frederick Douglass
Read the biography of Frederick Douglass and answer the
comprehension questions using the passage for reference.

Frederick Douglass (1818 – 1895), born 
Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey, was an 
American social reformer, abolitionist, orator, writer,
and statesman. Born into slavery in Talbot County, Maryland,
Douglass was separated from his mother, Harriet Bailey, at a young
age and raised by his maternal grandmother. Despite the hardships
of his early life, he developed a passion for learning.

In 1838, Douglass made a daring escape to freedom, journeying to
New York City using the papers of a free Black sailor. He later
settled in New Bedford, Massachusetts, and became a prominent
leader in the abolitionist movement. His autobiographies, especially
"Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave"
(1845), played a crucial role in exposing the horrors of slavery.

Douglass's exceptional oratory skills and persuasive writings made
him a central figure in the fight against slavery. He advised President
Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War, significantly influencing the
decision to allow African Americans to serve in the Union Army and
emphasizing the importance of abolition.

Post-Civil War, Douglass continued to fight for civil rights and
women's suffrage, holding various public offices. His later years
were marked by his role as U.S. Marshal and Minister Resident and
Consul General to Haiti. His inadvertent nomination as Vice President
on the Equal Rights Party ticket, alongside Victoria Woodhull, further
underscores his impact on civil rights movements. 

Douglass remains a pivotal figure in American history, symbolizing
resilience and the pursuit of justice and equality.
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Describe Frederick Douglass's early life and family background.

Why is Frederick Douglass considered a key figure in American history,
and what aspects of his legacy are most significant?

What was Frederick Douglass’s role during the Civil War, and how did he
influence President Lincoln?
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Harriet Tubman (c. 1820 – 1913), born Araminta Ross
in Dorchester County, Maryland, was an American 
abolitionist and political activist. Despite the harsh 
conditions of her enslavement, including a severe head injury
suffered as a child, Tubman escaped to freedom in 1849. Her
escape marked the beginning of her remarkable journey as a
"conductor" on the Underground Railroad.

As a key figure in the Underground Railroad, Tubman returned
to the South about 13 times, helping approximately 70 enslaved
people, including her family and friends, escape to freedom. 

She became known for her strategic planning, use of disguises,
and unwavering determination. Despite the increased risks after
the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, which forced her to extend her
routes to Canada, Tubman never lost a passenger.

During the Civil War, Tubman served as a nurse, scout, spy, and
guerrilla soldier for the Union Army. She led the Combahee
River Raid, resulting in the liberation of over 700 slaves, and
was the first woman to lead an armed expedition in the war.

After the war, Tubman settled in Auburn, New York, where she
was active in the women's suffrage movement and cared for
her aging parents. Her legacy as a symbol of courage and
freedom continues to inspire countless people worldwide.

Harriet Tubman
Read the biography of Harriet Tubman and answer the
comprehension questions using the passage for reference.

Name: Date:

Use 
the

Villa
ge



What were Harriet Tubman’s early life conditions, and what injury did
she suffer as a child?

What was Harriet Tubman's life like after the Civil War, and why is she a
significant figure in American history?

Describe Harriet Tubman's role and activities in the Underground
Railroad.
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Rosa Parks (1913 – 2005) was an African American civil 
rights activist whose refusal to surrender her seat to a white
passenger on a segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama, sparked
the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

Born on February 4, 1913, in Tuskegee, Alabama, Parks grew up in
an era of rampant racial segregation and discrimination.
Parks was a seamstress and a long-time member of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

Her act of defiance on December 1, 1955, was not a spontaneous
gesture but a planned act of civil disobedience. She was arrested
and fined, but her action became a powerful symbol in the fight
against racial injustice.

The Montgomery Bus Boycott, triggered by her arrest, lasted for
over a year and was a pivotal moment in the Civil Rights Movement.
It led to a Supreme Court ruling that segregation on public buses
was unconstitutional. Parks' quiet strength and moral courage
continued to inspire the movement, earning her the nickname "the
mother of the civil rights movement."

After the boycott, Parks faced harassment and threats in
Montgomery. She moved to Detroit, Michigan, where she continued
to be active in the struggle for justice and equality until her death in
2005. Her legacy as an icon of the Civil Rights Movement lives on,
symbolizing the power of individual action in the fight for equality
and justice.

rosa parks
Read the biographical passage

about Rosa Parks and answer the
questions.
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What was Rosa Parks' early life like, and what was her profession?

Why is Rosa Parks considered a pivotal figure in the Civil Rights
Movement?

What was the significant action Rosa Parks took in 1955, and why
was it important?
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Jackie Robinson was born on January 31, 1919, in 
Cairo, Georgia, and grew up in Pasadena, California. As the youngest
of five children, he faced the challenges of racism and segregation
but found his passion and talent in sports. Robinson excelled at
UCLA, where he became the first student to earn varsity letters in
four sports: baseball, basketball, football, and track. His incredible
athleticism set the stage for his historic impact on American sports.

During World War II, Robinson served as a second lieutenant in the
U.S. Army. While stationed at Fort Hood, Texas, he refused to move
to the back of a segregated bus, leading to his court-martial. He was
ultimately acquitted and received an honorable discharge, a
testament to his courage and commitment to justice.

In 1947, Robinson broke Major League Baseball’s color barrier by
joining the Brooklyn Dodgers. Facing relentless racism from fans,
opponents, and even teammates, Robinson responded with
resilience and extraordinary talent. Over his ten-year career, he
played in six consecutive All-Star Games from 1949 to 1954, won the
National League Most Valuable Player (MVP) award in 1949, and
helped the Dodgers win the World Series in 1955.

After retiring from baseball in 1957, Robinson continued breaking
barriers. He became the first African American vice president of a
major American corporation, Chock full o’Nuts, and played a
significant role in the civil rights movement. Robinson also co-
founded the Freedom National Bank in Harlem to support African-
American communities and businesses.

Jackie Robinson passed away on October 24, 1972, but his legacy
remains. Major League Baseball began celebrating Jackie Robinson
Day in 2004, with all players wearing his number, 42, each April 15 to
honor his courage and lasting impact. Robinson’s life and
achievements remind us of the power of perseverance and the
importance of fighting for equality.

Jackie Robinson
Read the biography of Jackie Robinson and answer the
comprehension questions using the passage for reference.
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How did Jackie Robinson demonstrate his commitment to justice while
serving in the U.S. Army?

Why is Jackie Robinson Day celebrated, and how does Major League
Baseball honor his legacy?

What challenges did Jackie face when he joined the Brooklyn Dodgers,
and how did he overcome them?
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