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o0ONIA 90TOMAYOR

Read the biography of Sonia Sotomayor and answer the
comprehension questions using the passage for reference.

Sonia Sotomayor (born 1954) was born in New York City to
a Puerto Rican family. Growing up in the Bronx, Sonia

faced many challenges, including poverty and the early loss of her father.
Her mother, Celina, worked long hours as a nurse to support the family
and instilled in Sonia the importance of education and hard work.

Despite the obstacles, Sonia excelled in school. She earned a scholarship
to Princeton University, where she graduated summa cum laude. After
Princeton, she attended Yale Law School, serving as an editor of the Yale
Law Journal. Her early career included working as an assistant district
attorney in New York and in private practice, where she gained a
reputation for her diligence and dedication.

In 1991, President George H. W. Bush nominated her to the U.S. District
Court for the Southern District of New York, making her the youngest
judge in the district at the time. She later served on the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Second Circuit. Her decisions were known for their clarity
and focus on justice.

In 2009, President Barack Obama nominated Sonia Sotomayor to the
Supreme Court of the United States, making her the first Latina to hold
this position. As a Supreme Court Justice, she has been involved in many
important cases and is known for her strong voice in advocating for civil
rights, criminal justice reform, and equality.

Sonia Sotomayor is also an author, sharing her experiences and insights
through her writings. Her memoir, "My Beloved World,” chronicles her life
from her childhood in the Bronx to her appointment to the Supreme Court.
She has also written books for young readers, hoping to inspire the next
generation to pursue their dreams.

Justice Sotomayor frequently speaks to students, emphasizing the power
of education and perseverance. She encourages young people to
overcome their challenges and strive for excellence, reminding them that
their background does not determine their future. Her story is a testament
to the impact of hard work and determination in achieving one's goals.
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1 what challenges did Sonia Sotomayor face growing up in the Bronx?

7 What are some of the key issues Sonia Sotomayor advocates for as a
Supreme Court Justice?

3 How does Sonia Sotomayor aim to inspire young people?
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