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Characters:

Narrator

Ms. Simmons (teache
Jack (curious studen
Ava (thoughtful stud

getic)

questions)

s labeled with figures

"Maya Angelou"

ut out of paper!




Narrator:
It’s February, and the students in Ms. Simmons’s class
are buzzing with excitement. Today, they’re learning

about Black History Month, but the le promises a
surprise twist!

Ms. Simmons:
(Clapping her hands) Alrig
on a journey through hi
Black History Month is

y, we’re going
ell me what

Jack:
(Shooting his ha
stuff, right? Like

) It’s about famous p
ingfand Rosa Parks?

ood star
rate th

at’s

an just names

Carlos:
(Grinning)
better with s

it
cks.

nacks? Because history is way

Ava:

(Rolling her eyes) Carlos, everything is better with
snacks.
i |



Ms. Simmons:
(Laughing) Snacks will come later, Carlos. First, let’s dive
into history. Imagine you’re traveling back in time. Close
your eyes, everyone.

Narrator:
The students close their
flicks the classroom lights

Immons

Ms. Simmons:
(Whispering dramatically) tepping into a ti
machine. Hold on kekt! Who

YMs. SImmons?

bb 0 alive when
! R ar ho knows what
she’s famous for?

Ava:
(Shooting h
on a bus! She was so bra

refused to give up her seat

Carlos:
(Winking) | bet she told that bus driver, “Keep your hands

off my snacks!”
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Ms. Simmons:

(Playfully stern) Carlos, no snhacks involved, but Rosa
Parks stood up—or should | say sat down—for what was
right. Her courage helped start the M omery Bus
Boycott, a key moment in the Civil Ri Movyement.

Jack:
(Squinting) Wait, so sheg cause she was
tired?

Ms. Simmons:

(Patiently) She
being told you c
»

red of unfair laws, Jac
n’t gt wherever you
our skin. Howgaou

Parks must

Ms. Simmon
Now, let’s talk about someone who had a way with
words. (Pulls out a pretend book) Maya Angelou. She
once said, “I know why the caged bird sings.” What do
you think that means?



Sophie:
(Quietly) Maybe... it’s about finding hope even when life
Is hard?

Ms. Simmons:

(Encouraging) Exactly, S ' wrote
about her life, her struggl he mphs. She
inspired millions with h or
Carlos:
ould write a poem too!
hisgpry is cool, and s too!
ou’re ho

(Snapping finger,
9\( might just be the
W, taWabout someone else—

red, violets are
im in science and
f George Washington Carver?

next poet we study!
someone w
agriculture.

Jack:
(Shrugging) Wasn’t he the peanut butter guy?



Ms. Simmons:

(Laughing) Sort of! George Washington Carver didn’t
invent peanut butter, but he found over 300 uses for
peanuts. He also created products frog eet potatoes,
pecans, and soybeans. And he didn’t @ there—he

taught farmers better waygto grg C odey could
take care of their soil.

Ava:

(Wide-eyed) Whoa, so h ike iEntist and a

teacher?

Ms. Simmons:
Exactly, Av

in helping others,
eir lives bett

a differegme.
.. soif | figur \ys to use
canlb to

Ms. Simmons;
(Playfully)
about what
help others.

But™member, it’s not just
(t’s about how you use it to

IS

Jack:
(Thoughtfully) George Washington Carver sounds like a

really kind guy. Did he ever get rich?



Ms. Simmons:
(Smiling) No, Jack. He cared more abo lping people
than making money. He once said, “It t the style of

clothes one wears... but itdSisim e E
measures success.”

Sophie:

(Quietly) I like that. Helpin ers IS more import

than being rich.

Narrator:

The stude ing about how the e

matic paus C

\o s pulls out a tray of
with'laughter and full bellies.

Narrator:
The students cheer as
cookies, endi



Name: Date:

What did Rosa Parks, Maya Angelou,
Washington Carver teach us about ¢
and service?

d George
e, hope,

Why is it i nt to celebrate Black

Month?

How can we practice in and fairness in our

everyda




Ms. Simmohns










Carlos










Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' readi
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage st
parts at home or during indepen

els and
s to practice their

Practicing Fluency: Have studen
to build fluency and expressi

Props & Costumes: Use the opt
engaging props.

help assess comprehension
y about the play.



Extension Activiti

e Creative Writing: Write a by Maya Angelou.

e Science Fun: Research
Carver’s peanut or swee
own “invention” using an e

e of eWashington
tojinventions. Create
y item.

e Role-Play: Act scene where you stand
somethi u , like Rosa Parks.
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