


Characters:
Narrator

Milo (an imaginative boy ready for a fresh start)
Zara (Milo’s best friend, practical an@dkind)

Mr. Barkley (their slightly grumpy butsecretly kind
neighbor)

Lena (a new girl in the,neighborhood who’s shy but
brave)

Mrs. Whitaker (a lonely elderly woman in the

neighborhood)
Optional Props:

A notebook@and pen for Milo

A secarfiand glaves for Zara

A caneand’hat for Mr. Barkley

A baekpack or beokfor Lena

A small bag of groceries for Mrs. Whitaker

A toy kitefaor Mite

A small toolbox forMr. Barkley

A plate of cookies for Zara’s idea

A trash bag and gloves for the park cleanup scene

A piece of wood and some screws for the bench

repair scene




Narrator:
It was a bright, chilly January morning, and the small
town of Cedarville buzzed with the promise of a fresh
start. Milo sat cross-legged in his living room, furiously
jotting down ideas in his brand-new book. Beside
him, Zara sipped hot cocoa, watchin lo with an
amused expression.

Zara:
Milo, are you seriously “L

o ride a unieyele”
on your list again? Didn’t y that last year a nd
up in a bush? e

Milo:
(seri

-
tice ISy ail

just a pr
new chances!

as a knock at the
door. Milo opened it to,fi ' ighbor, Mr. Barkley,
holding a ba

Mr. Barkley:
(gruffly) Milo, you left your kite in my tree again. Next
time, tie it down better.

Milo: (grinning) Thanks, Mr. Barkley! I’'ll add ‘knot tying’
to my goals list.
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Narrator:

As Mr. Barkley hand
Zara’s age walked up
scarf and carried a

, a girl about Milo and
way. She wore a bright
under her arm.

Zara:

te N d shyly wwo waved.

Milo:
Hi! I’'m Milo, and this is Zara
neighborhood! e
Lena: g

' I’n% nks. It’s nj .
0 somethmg useful with

(thankfully)
help someone. It’s the

Narr -
The girl hes]

Narrato
Just th argrey cleag
Mr. Barkley:
(gruffly) Why don’t
your day? Like setti
new year, after all.

a go
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Zara:

(cheerfully) That’s at do you think, Lena?
Want to join us?

Lena: &

(surprised) lly Sure, I'd iﬁt

r New Year S promises.
re children were playing
Milo:

snowmeWat on a
(excitedly) I've got it! I m gol i:m somet ew

every week, starting w umcy ng. Butt

wear a helmet.
! : thin ﬁs for all our
love'

Lena:

(smiling) I've neve n good at meeting people,
but | think I'lL try to meet one new person every day.
Maybe start with saying hi to my classmates.

on the swings a
bench, ta

*?

Zara:
(laughi
neighb



Narrator:
As they talked, Mr. k d over, a small toolbox

in hand. He eyed t ench they were sitting on.

Mr. Barkley:

(gruffly) This ch haS needed fi nths.
h et It done.
%’ve | help!
o

. \ worked tog@o repair the

Narr :
The kids a
bench. L ools to Mr.
Barkley, a ded ‘legr ' rpentry’ to his
list. By the time they were nch lookad as

good as new.
ls &somethi ybe
a er pro/gaL n

‘ There’s trash by the
Mr. Barkley:

(sincerely) Not a bad idea. Maybe I’ll bring my rake.

Lena:
(proudly) It
we could wo

Zara:
(nodding) LikeCleaning
swings that needs R



Narrator:

As they walked ho
woman struggling t
then ran up to hel

assed a lonely elderly
roceries. Lena hesitated,

C

Lena:
bravely elp you Wlth name’s Lena.
Mr | ratefu I It’s so kind of

I\/Irs

the bags. and Zara
ocer|es were@dlivgred to Mrs.
ppy Ne Ye@l of

Lena beamed as
joined in,
Whltaker

Mrs. Whitaker:
(smiling) You kids are wonderf

you. e

Narrator:

As they saj ye TPMrs. to her
friends.

Lena:

(happily) Maybe thi
scary after all.

om|se thing isn’t so



Milo:
(grinning) See? A fresh start can be pretty great.

Narrator:
And so, the group discovered that th
just about setting goals—i
others, and sharing kindne
January day, friendship
proving that a little cour
any year extraordinary.

rwasn’t
ave, helping
set on that crisp
d their hearts,
of heart coul

Y

ke




Name: Date:

Why do you think Lena decided to set a goal to
meet new people?

How did Milo,
Barkley?

, and Lena’s actions inspi

What other th

their neig

S CO up show kindness in










Mr. Barkley




L_ena
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Mrs. Wh
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Nar'r'ator'




Teacher Suggestions:

Assigning Roles: Consider your students' reading levels and
confidence when assigning roles. Encourage s ts to practice their
parts at home or during independent reading

Practicing Fluency: Have stud
to build fluency and expression.

multiple times

Props & Costumes: Use the o t

engaging props.

create simpl

pro

Character Labels: St
names to either cut o

elp assess comprehension
ly about the play.

and encourage



Extensio‘ ;
* Write Your Own Goal: H& nts write th wn New
Year’s promise an areh hey plan § a vedt.
courage stude

ear’

tea

t how they would



